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APFENDIX.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS.

The following standing committees
have today filed favorable reports on
hills as follows:

Municipal and Private Corporations:
House bill No. 128.

State Affairs: House bills Nos. 127,
213, 215.

Highways and Motor Traflic: Sen-
ate bLill No. 5, House bills Nos. 158,
272, 79, 138.

Judiciary:

Game and Fisleries:
No. Tl

House bill No. 57.
House bill

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
ENROLLED BILLS.

Committee Room,
Austin, Texas, January 19, 1027.
Hon. Robert Lee DBobbitt, Speaker of
the House of Representatives,
Sir:  Your Committee on Enrolled
Bills, to whom was referred
H. C. R. No. 3, Directing Adjutant
General to take charge of Capitol
arounds,
Have carvefully compared same and
find it correctly enrolled.
MORSE, Chairman.

NINTH DAY.
(Friday, January 21, 1927.)

The House met at 10 o'clock a.
m., pursuant to adjournment, and was
called to order by Speaker Bobbitt.

The roll was called, and the following
members were present:

Acker. Dale,
Albritton. Daniel,
Alexander. Davis.
Anderson. DeBerry.
Avis. Denman.,
Barnett. Dielmann.
Barron. Dunlap.
Bass, Durham.
Bateman. Duwvall.
Beck. Enderby.
Bird. Eickenroht.
Black. Farrar.
Boggs. Faulk,
Boon. Finlay.
Branch. Fly.
Brown, Forbes,
Conway. Fuchs.
Cornwell, Gates.
Cox. Gibson.
Cummings. Gilbert.

Graves, Rawlins.
Gray. Reagan.
Hagaman. Renfro
Hall. of Angelina,
Harding. Renfro of Mills.
Harman. Rogers of Hays.
High. Rogers of Shelby.
Holder. Runge.
Holland. Sanders.
Hornaday. Satterwhite.
Jacks. Shaver.
Johnson. Shearer.
Jones. Sheats.
Justice. Shirley.
Kemble. Simmons.
Kennedy. Sinks.
Kineaid. . Smith of Atascosa.
King of Hopkins. Smith of El Paso.
King of Smith of Nueces.

Throckmorton., Smith of Smith.
Kirkland. Smyth.
Land. Snelgrove.
Lipscomb. Stell.
Loftin. Stevenson.
Long. Storey.
Loy. Stout.
Masterson. Sutton.
MeCombs. Swain.
MeGill, Taylor.
McKean. Teer.
Merritt. Tillotson.
Minor. Turner.
Montgomery. Van Zandt.
Moore. Veatch.
Morse. Waddell.,
Moursund. Walker.
Murphy. Wallace
Nabors. of Freestone.
Nicholsen. Wallace of Panola.
Olsen. Wallace of Smith.
Parish of Runnels. Ware.
Parrish of Travis. Webb.
Pavlica. Wells.
Pearce. Whitaker.
Petsch. Williams
Poage. of Sabine,
Pool. Williams
Pope. of Travis.
Porter. Williamson.
Powell. Woodall.
Purl. Woodruff.
Ramsey. Young.

Absent.
Bonham, Kirby.
Absent—Excused.

Foster. Kinnear.
Hefley. Kittrell.
Kayton. Rowell.
Kenyon. Wassell.

A quorum was announced present.

Prayer was offered by Rev. J. C
Mitchell, Chaplain,
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LEAVES OF ABSENCE GRANTED.

The following members were granted
leaves of absence on account of impor-
tant business:

Mr, Kayton and Mr. Kenyon for to-
day, on motion of Mr. Jacks.

Mr, Helley for today, on motion of
Mr. Hornaday.

'‘Mr. Wassell for today, on motion of
Mr. Walker.

Mr. Rowell for today, on motion of
Mr. Woodall.

Mr. Foster for today, on motion of
Mr. Morse.

The following members were granted
leaves of absence on account of sickness:

Mr. Kinnear for today, on motion of
Mr. Reagan.

Mr. Kirby for today, on motion of
Mr. Morse.

Mr. Kittrell for today, on motion of
Mr. Durham.

HOUSE BILLS ON FIRST READING.

The following House bills, introduced
today, were laid before the House, read
severally first time, and referred to the
appropriate committees as follows:

By Mr. Snelgrove, Mr. Veatch, Mr.
Graves, Mr. Holder and Mr. Farrar:

H. B. No. 247, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to levy a tax upon retail deal-
ers in tobacco and tobacco products for
the benefit of the public schools of the
State of Texas, based upon the weight,
or the sales price at retail; to provide
for the collection of suech tax and to
require the use of stamps as evidence
of payment thereof; to provide for an
inspection of the records and stocks of
all dealers subject to the payment of
this tax, and prescribing penalties for
the violations of this act.”

Referred to Committee on Revenue
and Taxation.

By Mr. Wells:

‘H, B. No. 248, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to regulate the packing and
marking of packages and containers; re-
quiring the met quantity of such pack-
age or container to be conspicuously
marked on the outside of package or
container; providing for exemptions;
defining the term container; giving au-
thority to the Commissioner of Agricul-
ture to provide tolerances and varia-
tions to enforce the act; providing that
the holding of one section or provision
of this act unconstitutional shall not
invalidate any other section or provi-
sion, and declaring an emergency.”

Referred to Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. Wells:

H. B. No. 249, A bill to be entitled
“An Act rezulating the sale of ice, coal,
charcoal, coke, milk bottled, butter, hay;
providing this act is not to be construed
to repeal any part of Chapter 7, Title
93, Revised Civil Statutes, 1925, regu-
lating weights and measures, but shall
be construed as cumulative of same;
providing certain penalties; “providing
if one section or provision of a section
is held to be wunconstitutional other
provisions or sections are mot imvalid,
and declaring an emergency.”

Referred to Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. Waddell:

H. B. No. 250, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to create Road District No.
Nine (9) of Fort Bend county, Texas;
validating and approving all orders
made by the commissioners court of
said county, in respect to the organiza-
tion of said district; validating the
authorization of certain road bonds
thereof, and providing for the issuarce
and sale thereof; authorizing the com-
missioners court to levy and provide for
the assessment and collection of general
ad valorem taxes on all taxable property
in said road district in payment of
principal and interest on said bonds;
approving and validating all orders of.
the commissioners court of said county
in respect of said road district, bonds
and taxes, or certified copies thereof,
and constituting such orders legal evi-
dence; evidencing proof of publication
of constitutional notice required in such
acts, and declaring an emergency.”

Referred to Committee on Highways
and Motor Traflic.

" By Mr, Alexander:

H. B. No. 251, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 6380 of Chap-
ter 8, Title 112, of the Revised Civil
Statutes of 1925, providing for the num-
ber of employes to be placed upon rail-
road yard or switch engines, passenger
trains composed of five cars more or
less, motor cars or trains carrying pas-
sengers which are propelled by electrie-
ity or gasoline composed of less than five
ecars; mixed passenger and freight
trains carrying both passenger and
freight; local freight trains run for the
purpose of hauling freight to and from
intermediate points and doing station
switching or other local work over its
division; through freight trains not car-
rying passengers or doing local freight
work or station switching between di-
vision terminals composed of sixty cars
more or lesa; light engines not hauling
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freight or passengers; providing for
the exclusion from the provisions of this
act all railroads, except belt and ter-
minal railways which are less than
twenty miles in length; providing that
this act shall not apply in cases of dis-
ability of one or more of any train
erew  while out on the road between
division terminals, or to switching
erews while pushing trains out of yard
limits; making it lawful for any person,
firm, corporation, trustee, receiver,
lessee, joint stock association or other
person in control of or eperating any

pests—i. e., prairie dogs, jack rabbits,
pocket gophers. and ground squirrels;
appropriating funds for such purposes,
and Jdeclaring an emergency.”

Referred to Committee on Appropria-
tions,

By Mr. Jacks:

H. B. Xo. 254, A bLill to be entitled
“An Act declaring the use, manufacture,
sale, distribution and delivery of ice a
public business, impressed with a publie
trust, and subjeet to public regulations;
vonferring jurisdiction and authority

railroad within this State to run or |upen the Railroad Commission of Texas
operate its yard or switeh engiues,:“”‘”‘ﬂ_\'i-‘r_; making it the duty of said
trains or light engines with less than |Commission to adopt rates, charges, rules

a full crew as provided in this act;

and regulations governing the manufac-

providing that each violation of the pro- | ture, sale, delivery and distribution of

visions of this act shall constitute a
separate offense, and providing a pen-
alty thercfor; providing how suits for
penalties may be brought, and provid-
ing that such suit or suits shall Le sub-
jeet to the provisions of Article G477
of the Revised Civil Statutes of 10925,
providing that if any of the provisions
of this act shall be held void the same
shall not affeet the remainder of this
art; providing that all laws or parts
of laws in conflict with this act are
hereby repealed, and declaring an emer-
‘weney.”

Referred to Committee on Common
WCarriers.

By Mr. Taylor:

H. B. No. 252, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Articles 1079, 1080
and 108}, of the Revised Civil Statutes
of 1025, of the State of Texas, by pro-
viding for a uniform examination to be
preseribed by the State Board of Health
for the examination of applicants for
plumhing license,”

Referred to Committee
Health,

on TPublic

By Mr. Pool, Mr. Runge, Mr. Finlay,
Mr. Dielmann, Mr. Durham, Mr. Parish
of Runnels, Mr, Hall, Mr. Barron, Mr.
Forbes, Mr. Webb, Mr. Young, Mr. Dan-
iel, Mr. Williamson, Mr., Stevenson, Mr.
Storey, Mr. Sheaver, Mr. Moursund, Mr,
Gates, Mr. Petseh, Mr. Smith of EIl
Paso, Mr. MeGill, Mr. Cummings, Mr,
Pearce, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Wells, Mr.
Montzomery, Mr. Purl and Mr. Sheats:

H. B. No. 253, A bill to be entitled
“An Aet to provide for co-operation be-
tween the State of Texas and the United
States Department of Agriculture in the
destruction of predatory animals—
coyotes, wolves, mountain lions, bob cats
and other predatory animals, and rodent

ice, and to correct abuses and prevent
unjust discrimination in rates, charges
and practices relative thereto.”

Referred to Committee on Commerce
and Manufactures,

By AMr. Masterson:

H. B. No. 235, A bill to be entitled
“An’ Aect to provide for the assessment
and collection of taxes for counties, sub-
division of counties, and districts, on
lands owned, acquired or hereafter to
be acquired by the State for the pur-
pose of establishing State farms, and
employing thercon conviet labor on State
account, and vepealing all laws in con-
flict herewith, and declaring an emer-
gency.”

Referred to Committee on Peniten-
tiaries.

By Mr. Cornwell:

H. B. No. 256, A bill to be entitled
“An Act repealing Chapter 15 of the
Special Laws of the Thirty-seventh Leg-
islature, entitled ‘An Act creating a
more efficient road system for Hardin
county, Texas; providing that each com-
missioner of the sume shall be ex-officio
road commissioner of his precinet; pro-
viding for an inspection of roads,
bridges and culverts by said commis-
sioner; providing for bonds, compensa-
tion and duties, and providing for the
work of delinquent poll tax payers of
the public roads and accepting certain
compensation in lien of road work; pro-
viding that the commissioners court
ahall have power to build roads, bridges,
culverts, ete., by private contract; pro-
viding that the commissioners court may
employ a superintendent who shall be
an experienced civil engineer in road
building; providing penalties for the vio-
lation of this act, and this act shall be
cumulative of all General Laws of this
State not in conflict herewith; repealing
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Chapter 82, Special Laws, passed by the
Thirty-second Legislature, and declar-
ing an emergency.’”

Referred to Committee on Highways
and Motor Traffic.

By Mr. Fly:

H. B. No. 257, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to relinquish and quitelaim
unto cities and towns or municipalities
which were established or founded, ac-
cording to the records of the General
Land Office, on March 10, 1826, under
- the laws of Mexico, or the laws of
Coahuila and Texas, and which had a
population of thirty-one hundred and
twenty-eight, according to the published
United States Census of 1920, all
squares, blocks, or parcels of land, ex-
cept streets, alleys and parks now sit-
uated in such cities and towns, to which
squares, blocks or parcels of lamd the
State of Texas may now have any right,
title or interest, and declaring an emer-

ney.”

Referred to Committee on Muniecipal
and Private Corporations.

By Mr. Moursund:

H. B. No, 258, A bLill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Articles 279 and 280,
Title 13, and to repeal Article 287, Title
13, of the Revised Civil Statutes of 1925,
and declaring an emergency.”

Referred to Judiciary Committee.

By Mr. Moursund:

H. B. No. 259, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Articles 6534 and
6856, Title 119, of the Revised Civil
Statutes of 1925, and declaring an emer-
ency."

Referred to Judiciary Committee.

By Mr. Hall:

H. B. No. 260, A bill to bhe entitled
“An Act creating a more efficient road
gystem for Fisher countw. Texas; pro-
viding that the county commissioners
shall be road commissioners of their
respective precincts; Eroviding that such
commissioners shall have charge of the
road teams, tools, machinery and ap-
pliances of said county under the diree-
tion of the commissioners court; pro-
viding for the laying out, establishment
and construction of roads, bridges and
culverts, and for the repair and main-
tenance thereof.”

Referred to Committee on Highways
and Motor Traffic,

By Mr. Smith of Atascosa:

H. B. No. 261, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to make clear the public policy
of the State of Texas with reference to

the protection of minor wards from un-
related testamentary guardians of their
person, who, by will or testamentary
provisions, or by such wills taken in
connection with relinquishments or adop-
tions, are placed in position to profit
financially by the demise of such wards.”
Referred to Judiciary Committee.

By Mr. Smith of Atascosa:

H. B. No. 262, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to further define the offense
of kidnapping and to fix a punishment
therefor.”

Referred to Committee on Criminal
Jurisprudence.

By Mr. Merritt, Mr. Pearce, Mr. Hall
and Mr. Finlay:

H. B. No. 263, A bill to, be entitled
“An Act to provide for the appointment
by the commissioners courts of the differ-
ent counties of Texas of a county sealer
of weights and measures, and providing
for his compensation; providing that the
county sealer of weights and measures
shall be equipped with weights and meas-
uring devices at the expense of the coun-
ty, to be authenticated by the Commis-
sioner of Agriculture; and providing
that such county sealer of weights and
measures shall at all times work under
the direction of the Commissioner of
Agriculture in "the enforcement of the
Weights and Measures Laws; providin
that such county sealer of weights an
measures shall co-operate with the city
sealer of weights and measures and any
incorporated city having a city sealer
of weights and measures; providing
that the commissioners courts of two or
more adjacent counties may combine
sueh counties into one distriet and ap-
point a sealer of weights and measures
for such distriet with the same powers
and privileges as a county sealer of
weights and measures. and providing for
his compensation.”

Referred to Committee on Municipal
and Private Corporations.

By Mr. Brown:

H. B. No. 264, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to authorize the Commissioner
of the General Land Office to revalue, re-
classify and give new notice on all scrap
school surveys, which were valued and
classified on March 26, 1926, and allow
all applicants sixty days after such re-
classification and revaluation in which
to file applications to purchase said land,
and declaring an emergency.”

Referred to Committee on Public

| Lands and Buildings.
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By Mr. Rogers of Hays and Mr. Me-
Kean:

H. B. No. 265, A Lill to be entitled
“An Act providing for the regulation of
zins, ginners and ginning; the licensing
of giuners; preseribing the conditions of
a ginner's boml; providing for proper
packing, wrapping, marking and certifi-
eating of bales of cotton: providing for
the collection of license fees to be used
by the Commissioner of Agrienlture for
the enforcement of this act; reguiring
certain reports; providing penalties for
the violation of this nect; defining ver-
tain terms; repealing certain articles of
the statute and all laws and parts of
laws in conflict herewith, and declaring
an emergency.”

Referred to Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. Dielmann:

H. B. Xo. 206, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 2002, Revised
Statutes, 1925, reducing the free school
age to six years.”

Referred to Committee on Education.

By Mr, Parrish of Travis, Mr. Forbes
and Mr. Kirkland:

H. B. No. 287, A bill to be entitled
“An Act for the ronservation of the soil
and its protection agzainst ultimate de-
struction of its productivity; making it
a misdemeanor for any owner of land
to plant or cultivate or cause to per-
mit or be planted or eultivated on said
land cotton for a second year in suc-
cession; providing for investigation of
violations by the Commissioner of Agri-
culture, for the notation of cotton acre-
age on rolls of tax assessors: providing
a penalty. and declaring an emergency.”

Referred to Committee on Agriculture,

By Mr. Holland :

H. B. No. 268, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to create an additional eriminal
district court for the county of Harris;
and to provide for district, jurisdiction
and organization of and procedure in
said court: to provide for the transfer-
ring and docketing of cases and to pro-
vide for the trial and disposition of
causes during the absence of either
judge; to provide for the appointment
and election, qualification, jurisdietion,
duties, powers and compensation of a
judge thereof; to provide for a seal, and
to provide for a sheriff, clerk and at-
torney thereof, and to provide for the
appointment and pay of speecial deputy
clerks, and an assistant distriet attor-
ney: to fix the time for holding terms
thereof. and to provide for jury service
and empanelling of grand juries; to limit
and conform thercto jurisdiction of the

Criminal  District Court of Harris

county.”
Referred to Committee on
Jurisprudence.

Criminal

By Mr. Young:

H. B, No. 269, A Lill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 2861, Revised
Civil Statutes, 1925, by adding thereto
another ssction to be known as Article
2861a, providing that in contracting for
hooks to be used in the public schools
of the State of Texas preference is to
be given to Texas authors and pub-
lishers."

Referred to Committee on Eduecation,

By Mr. Moore (by request):

1. B. No. 270, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 7047, Section
3. of the Revised Statutes of the State
of Texas for 1925. as cnacted by the
Thirtieth Legislature, Acts of 1007, page
57, by inserting that an annual ocecupa-
tional tax of $50 shall be levied on
and collected from every optometrist,
whether itinerant or stationary, and re-
pealing all Jaws in conflict herewith.”

Referred to Committee on Revenue
and Taxation.

By Mr. Tillotson:

H. B. No. 271, A bLill to be entitled
“An Act defining and elassifying the
Civil Service of this State, and such
counties and municipalities as may adopt
the provisions of the act as herein pro-
vided; creating a Civil Service Commis-
sion and prescribing the manner of their
appointment, compensation, and organi-
zation, and defining and prescribing the
duties, powers and authority of such
commission."”

Referred to Committee on State Af-
fairs.

By Mr. Pope:

H. B. No. 272, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Articles 2688 and
2700, Revised Statutes of 1925, provid-
ing for the creation of the office of coun-
ty superintendent of public instruction,
the election and qualifications of county
superintendents and office assistants, and
fixing their salaries.”

Referred to Committee on Education.

By Alr. Duvall:

H. B. No. 273, A bill to be entitled
“An Act amending Article 4620 of the
Revised Civil Statutes of 1025, relating
to divorees, so as to make subdivision 4
thereof read as follows: ‘Where a hus-
band and wife have lived apart with-
out cohabitation for as long as five
years,' and declaring an emergency.”

Referred to Judiciary Committee,
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By Mr. Purl, Mr. Jacks, Mr. Davis,
Mr. MeCombs and Mr. Rawlins:

H. B. No. 274, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to create “The County Criminal
Court’ for Dallas county, Texas; to de-
fine the jurisdiction thereof, and to con-
form to such change the jurisdiction of
the county court of Dallas county; fixing
the salary of the judge of said court;
providing for the appointment and elec-
tion of the said judges of said court
hereby created; providing for the ap-
pointment of special judge and filling of
vacancies in said office; providing for
an official shorthand reporter for said
court; providing a saving clause, and de-
claring an emergency.”

Referred to Committee on Criminal
Jurisprudence,

BILLS ORDERED NOT PRINTED.

On motion of Mr. Dielmann, House
bill No. 80 was ordered not printed.

On motion of Mr. Williamson, Senate
bill No. 6 was otdered not printed.

PROVIDING FOR PRE-SESSION PAY
FOR EMPLOYES.

Mr. Davis offered the following reso-
lution :

Whereas, It was necessary that cer-
tain work be done prior to the opening
of the session of the Legislature in pre.
paring the Hall and having other nec-
essary preparations made; now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the following employes
be allowed per diem for the number of
days herein specified at the same salary
as paid for like work during session:

Carl L. Phinney, Chief Clerk, three
days.

" oe W. White, Sergeant-at-Arms, one

ay.
§. T. Hamilton, clerk to Sergeant-
at-Arms, one day.

Lawrence Ledbetter, chief operator
voting machine, five days,

Miss Maud Nowlin, stenographer, one

ﬂngi
ies Louise Snow, secretary to Chief
Clerk, two days.

Miss Leone E. Anderson, stenogra-
pher, one day:

Mrs. Jack Jackson, stenographer, one
day.

Sumner Ramsey, page, two days.

Rufus Polk, porter, one day.

L. Goodman, porter, one day.

H. Seoggins, porter, one day.

Joe E. Johnson, porter, one day.

Milton Nobles, porter, one day.

Ben Wroe, porter, one day.

A. Dukes, porter, one day.

Be it further resolved, That these
employes be paid out of the mileage
and per diem fund of the House,

The resolution was read second time
and was adopted,

PROVIDING STAMPS FOR THE AP-
PROPRIATION COMMITTEE,

Mr. Smith of Nueces offered the fol-
lowing resolution:

Resolved by the House of Representa-
tives, That the Committee on Appro-
priations shall be allowed $20 for stamps
and the Committee on Contingent Ex-
penses be allowed $10 for stamps, said
sums to lLe paid out of the contingent
expense fund of the House.

Signed—Smith of Nueces, Wallace of
Freestone.

The resolution was read second time
and was adopted.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

Senate Chamber,
Austin, Texas, January 21, 1027,
Hon. Robert Lee Bobbitt, Speaker of the
House of Representatives.

Sir: I am directed by the Senate to
inform the House that the Senate has
adopted

8. C. R. No. 6, Relating to the ac-
quisition by the State of the remaining
Alamo property in the city of San An-
tonio mnow privately owned.

Respectfully,
JAS. H. THORNHILL,

Assistant Secretary of the Senate.

RELATING TO ATTENDANCE OF
MEMBERS.

Mr. Boggs offered the following reso-
lution:

Whereas, The Hom, R. B. Stevens,
now deceased, but an honored member
of the Thirty-ninth Legislature, re-
turned his salary voucher to this body,
declining to accept compensation for the
days he was absent; and

Whereas, This example of rugged hon-
esty is very commendable; and

Whereas, The members of the For-
tieth Legislature will have much work
to do during the next few weeks; there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That every member of the
House of Representatives should remem-
ber that when the Hon. R. B. Stevens
was absent from duty as Representative
of his district that he declined to accept
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his salary for the days absent; and
be it further

Resolved, That each member of the
House of Representatives should bear in
mind that 'l]llcrl.- is no mere “important
business” than that of serving your
State faithfully, no more important
duty thnn to serve our constituency that
elected us, nnd that we should be present
at every meeting, unless sickness of self
or family prevents.

The resolution was read second tihne,

On motion of Mr. Petsch, the reso-
lution was tabled.

TO PROVIDE FOR EXTRA COPIES

OF THE JOURNAL.

Mr. Young offered the following reso-
Jution:

Wherens, The Hon. Dan Moeody in lis
address to the Joint Session of the
House of Representatives and Senate of
the State of Texas placed before these
bodies 0 most admirable and concrete
program of legislution; and

Wherens, This address is of such para-
mount public importance and widespread
interest that it should have the widest
possilide distribution: therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Represent-
atives, That the Speaker be authorized
to have ffteen hundred (15000 addi-
tionnl copies of yesterday’s Journal
printed for general distribution by mem-
bers of the Legislature.

The resolution wias read second time.

Mr. Purl raised a point of order on
further consideration of the resolution
at this time. on the ground that the
purpose of the resolution has already
been provided for by the House.

The Speaker deelined to rule on the
point of order, stating that he would
lenve the matter up to the House for
ita decision.

Mr, Stout raized n point of order
on further considerntion of the resolu-
tion at this time, on the ground that
the time for consideration of resolu-
tione lins cxpired.

The Speaker sustained the point of
order.

COMMITTEE TO INSTALL AM-
PLIFIERS,

The Speaker ntpoinu*d the following
committee to work with the Chief Clerk
in installing the amplifiers:

Messrs. Sinks, Rawlins, Montgomery,
Morse and Willinmson,

REPORT OF COMMITTEE TO INVES-
TIGATE CERTAIN STATE DE-
PARTMENTS.

Mr. Satterwhite, chairman of the
committee to investignte certain State
departments, submitted the following re-
port, which he read to the House:

Ieport of the Investipating Committee
Appointed by the House of Repre-
sentatives of the First Called
Session of the Thirty-ninth
Legislature of the State
of Texas.

Hon. R. L. Bobbitt, Speaker of the
House of Representatives.

Sir: In accordance with a resolution
passed by the House of Represenatives
of the I"irst Called Session of the Thirty-
ninth Legislature, authorizing a com-
mittee of House members to make an in-
vestigation into the administration of
the affairs of the several departments of
the government of this. State, which res-
olution is as followa:

House Resolution.

“Whereas, Certain suits have been
filed and tried challenging the validity
of certain contracts let by the High-
way Commission of Texas, during the
year 1026, in one of which suits a judg-
ment was entered, finding that the con-
tracts in question had been let in abuse
of official diseretion and for an uncon-
scionable considerntion, and in another
of such suits the jury found, upon spe-
cial issues, that there had been probable
fraud in the letting of such contracts;
and

“Whereas, Facts are known to exist
which have ereated a necessity and a
general demand upon the part of the
people that the affairs of the State High-
way Department be made the subject
of an investigation; and

“Whereas, During the past twenty
months there have heen more than two
thousand acts of Execeutive elemency,
including pardons, paroles, furloughs,
reprieves and commutations, and there
has been o peneral criticism and con-
demnation of many of such acts of clem:
ency, and there exists a necessity and
a general demand for an investigation
into the granting of such pardons, and
the facts connected therewith; and

“Wherens, In the matter of letting
contracts for books for the use of the
school children of Texas, litigation and
criticism have been dirceted towards the
conduct of the Text-Book Commission,
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and the agencies and influences mmvoked
to affect its action in the performance
of books contracts; and

“Whereas, The public interest imper-
atively demands a thorough investigation
of all charges and complaints against
the agencies which control or manage
the affairs of the State, in whole or in
part, to the end that guilt, if guilt
there be, be established, mistakes cor-
rected, and reforms had, which will ad-
vance and protect the public welfare,
as far as is humanly possible; and

“Whereas, The platform adopted by
the Democratic Party at its last con-
vention, asked for an investigation of
public affairs; and

“Whereas, The Texas Legislature is
the only body with proper power to act,
investigate, and, by law, to remedy con-
ditions found to be wrong and intol-
erable, and probably bring to justice
those who are guilty of such wrongs;
and

“Whereas, The term of this Called
Session will be far to short during which
to make a proper investigation, report
and act, in regard thereto; mnow, there-
fore, be it

“Resolved by the House of Representa-
tives of the State of Texas:

“Sec. 1. That a committee of nine
members of the House of Representa-
tives be appointed by the Speaker, from
among its members, one member of said
committee to be the Speaker of the
House, whose duty it shall be to conduct
an investigation into the administration
of highway affairs by the State Highway
Commission; to investigate the manner
in which the public funds have been ex-
pended by the State Highway Commis-
sion; to investigate the manner in which
contracts have been let by said com-
mission; and generally to investigate
all and every act of said commission
since said date; the State Treasurer’s
Department and the Railroad Commis-
sion with the view of determining if
the State is receiving the full amount
due by the oil companies as taxes on
gross production of oil, as provided by
law; to investigate the granting of par-
dons, paroles, reprieves and commuta-
tion of sentence, and the facts and cir-
cumstances connected with the granting
of such acts of clemency; to investigate
the letting of contracts for the purpose
of text-books and the facts surrounding
the letting of such contracts; and to
investigate into the administration of

public affairs by such other departments
of the State government, as in the judg-
ment of said committee may be nec-
esssary, and for the promotion of the
public good. That the commitee shall
also make thorough investigation of
rumors that have heretofore been current
in the public press, of activities of mem-
bers of the Legislature in any way, in
so far as relates to members of the
House of Representatives, in the way
of practicing before the Board of Par-
dons and the Highway and other depart-
ments of the State Government, and
with reference to rumors of their being -
interested in highway construction and
maintenance contracts; and this part
of the resolution shall have the imme-
diate attention of said committee, and
the committee is instructed to report
its findings in these particulars, if pos-
sible, during the present session of the
Legislature,

“Sec. 2, That said committee shall
have power to formmulate its own rules
of procedure and evidence, and to pro-
vide for its own hours of meeting and
adjournment. Said committee shall sit
in the Capitol at Austin during its ses-
sions, The sessions of said committee
shall be open to the public, except at
such times as the comumittee may, by
a majority vote, determine to hold
executive sessions. The chairman of
said committee shall be the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, and the
committee shall elect its own secretary
and employ its sergeant-at-arms.

“Sec. 3. That the committee shall
have power to issue process for wit-
nesses to any place in this State and
to compel their attendance and the pro-
duction of books and records; and upon
the disobedience of any subpoena, said
committee shall have power to issue at-
tachments, which may be addressed to
and served by either the sergeant-at-
arms appointed by said committee, or
by sheriff or any constable of this State.
Said committee shall have power to in-
spect and take copies of any books, rec-
ords or files of any department or officer,
or their appointees or employes, under
investigation by said committee, and
also shall have power to examine and
audit the books of any person, firm or
corporation holding a contract or con-
tracts with the State of Texas. The
committee shall further have power to
administer oaths and affirmations, and
to fix the bond of attached witnesses.

“Sec. 4. That witnesses attending the
session of said committee under process,
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shall be allowed the same mileage and
per diem as is allowed witnesses in the
trial of criminal cases in the district
court.

“Sec. 5. That said committee shall
have power and authority to employ and
compensate all necessury experts, in-
vestigators, attorneyvs., stenographers,
clerks, auditors, and all other necessary
employes, and it shall be the duty of
said committee to make and keep o
record of investigation. The testimony
heard by said committee shall he ste-
nographically reported and the same
shall be transeribed and reduced to writ-
ing. That one of the purposes of this
resolution and the investization is to
facilitate the work of the Legislature
in this matter. and such record of such
investigation and testimony taken shall
be printed and furnished by said ecom-
mittee to each member of the Legisla-
ture.

“See. 6. That said committee may
call upon the Attorney General's De-
partment for assistance and advice,
and it shall be the duty of the
Attorney General’s Department to ren-
der opinions, give counsel and assist-
ance to said committee upon the re-
quest of the chairman or members of
said committee.

“See. 7. That said committee shall
begin its investigation following the
adjournment of the present special ses.
sion of the Thirty-ninth Legislature, and
shall have authority to sit after the
adjournment of present session of the
House of Representatives and continue
to make said investigation at any and
all times between the adjournment of
the present session of the Thirty-ninth
Legislature and the convening of the
Regular Session of the Fortieth Legis-
lature, The compensation of the mem-
bers of said committee shall he five
dollars per day for the actual number
of days of service in performing said
duties, and in addition thereto, they
shall be entitled to actual traveling ex-
penses and hotel bills ineurred in the
performance of such duties., That the
per diem and expense of the members
of said committee, witness fees, and all
other expenses incident to such investi-
gation, shall be paid out of the ap-
propriation for mileage and per diem
and contingent expenses of the First
Called Session of the Thirty-ninth Leg-
islature, upon the sworn aceount of
the persons entitled to such pay, when
approved by the chairman of said com-
mittee. The sum of %25,000 is hereby
appropriated out of the contingent ex-

pense fund of the House, to meet the ex-
pense incident and wnecessary to the in-
vestigntion authorized by this resolu-
tion. TIn case of the death or resigna-
tion of any member of the committee,
or the inability of any member to
serve by reason of any cause, the
Speaker shall be and is empowered to
appoint  some other member of the
House to fill the vacaney.”.

Committee Report.

We, said committee, beg to file with
the House of Representatives of the
Fortieth Legislature the following re-
port, together with the sworn testi-
mony of ahout one hundred and sixty-
three witnesses examined by said com-
mittee, and such other evidence and
documents as have heen examined and
considered by said committee,

The resolution, as shown ahove, pro-
vided for an investigating committee
to be named by the Speaker of the
Thirty-ninth Legislature, he to be chair-
man of said committee, and gave him
authority to name the other eight mem-
lers. which he did. by naming Repre-
sentatives W, M. Fly, J. H. Wallace,
Claud D. Teer, Jno. H. Veatch, W. A,
Williamson, Alfred P. C. Petsch, R. A,
Powell and W. R. Montgomery, all of
whom attended practically all of the
meetings of the committee, except Mr.
Montgomery, who was excused on aec-
count of important personal business
affairs,

The committee organized by electing
Mr. Fly, Vice-Chairman; Mr. Wallace,
Seeretary: Mr. Joe White, Sergeant-at-
Arms: Mr. J. D. Winder, Assistant
Sergeant-at-Arms; Mr. Carl Phinney,
Assistant Secretary; Miss Maud Nowlin,
stenographer, for the committee,

Judge Richard Critz of Taylor was
emploved by the committee as chief
connsel, with authority to engage an as-
sistunt, which he did, by employing Mr.
Harry N. Graves of Georgetown. In
further compliance with the terms of
the resolution, Attorney General Dan
Moody named Hon. George Christian,
member of the Attorney Ueneral’s of-
ficial stafl. to aid the committee in its
investigations, and these three attor-
neys were present, and assisted the com-
mittee during all of its investigations.

With the organization of the com-
mittee complete in the manner above
stated, the committee met in the House
of Hepresentatives in open session on
the 18th day of October, for the purpose
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of examining and taking the testimony
of witnesses. These open sessions were
continued from time to time until one
hundred and sixty-three witnesses were
examined, and the testimony of each,
taken down and transcribed by Messrs.
Pickle, Burgher and Bickler, and their
assistants, who were employed by the
committee as official reporters. Three
sets of this evidence have been tran-
scribed for the benefit of the members of
the Legislature, and other State of-
ficials, who may desire to examine this
testimony as recorded. One of these
gsets has been filed with the Speaker of
the House, one with the Governor, and
the third is retained by the committee.

As was to be expected, the majority
of the testimony developed by the com-
mittee had mainly to do with the af-
fairs of the State Highway Department,
and the Executive Department, though
a good portion of the testimony covers
other matters.

While it is true that much of the
testimony developed throughout our in-
vestigation is general in its nature, and
while it is further true that many wit-
nesses, summoned by this committee,
have failed to obey its process, yet we
have found sufficient facts to justify the
appointment of this commitiee, and the
holding of this investigation, and to
report to the Legislature of this State
that certain State officials, together with
the aid and abetment of certain private
citizens, have abused the trust placed
in them by the public for selfish power
and finaneial gain. Qutstanding ex-
amples of this fact were found in the
Chief Executive of this State, aided and
abetted, and practically dictated to, by
her hushand, and in the Highway De-
partment of this State.

Powers of the Committee.

Before entering into a more detailed
review of the testimony and evidence
obtained by this committee, we desire to
call attention, as above stated, to the
failure of several important witnesses to
respond {o a summon to appear hefore
this committee. A list of these wit-
nesses is attached to this report, marked
“Exhibit A,” and made a part hereof.
The fact that it was generally known
that the Court of Criminal Appeals has
held that under the Constitution of this
State, a legislative investigating com-
mittee has no authority to punish wit-
nesses for contempt who refuse to obey
its process, or to answer questions that
might be propounded to them, except

such punishment as may be imposed by
the Legislature itself while in session,
probably caused many of these witnesses
to ignore the process of this commit-
tee. Notwithstanding the failure and
refusal of these witnesses to obey the
process of this committee, we have been
able to obtain sufficient testimony to ex-
pose the methods and manner in which
the power and prestige of the Gover-
nor's office, together with the Highway
Department, and the other departments
hereinafter mentioned, have been han-
dled for political favoritism and finan-
cial gain, and against the interests of
the people.

The many departments and subjects
submitted to this committee for investi-
gation have been too large and varied to
cover in the time available, and the
testimony has not been printed for the
reason that this committee has not had
the time to have same doune, since it
ceased to lold open hearing, and the
matter of printing this testimony is left
to the judgment of the Fortieth Legis-
lature.

Under the resolution quoted above,
this committee was given the power and
suthority to investigate practically
most, if not all, of the departments of
State government, but on account of
the limited time it has been impossible
for us to do so, and we have confined
our investigations principally to the in-
vestigation of the Executive, the High-
way Department, the Prison System,
the Board of Control, the State Text-
book Commission, and the State Board
of Edueation, and, of course, the in-
vestigation of these departments has
indirectly led to the investigation of
matters involving indirectly other de-
partments of the State government. In
this connection, however, we will state
that a major part of the testimony sub-
mitted has to do with the Highway De-
partment and the Executive Depart-
ment. For the convenience of those ex-
amining this report, we have attempted
to divide the same into heads, or topics,
but it iz impossible to discuss any one
department without, in many instances,
alluding to its connection with other
departments, we must necessarily refer
to the one in discussing the operations
of the otler.

Chief Executive.

As before stated, we have not been
able to obtain the testimony of all the
witnesses summoned by this committee
for the purpose of examining into the
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affairs, policics and acts of the Chiet
Executive of this State. However, not-
withstanding this failure to secure. as
we believe. much valuable information
connected with the matters under in-
vestigation with reference to the Ex-
ceutive offive, yet. we believe that the
testimony is suflicient to establish the
fact that the power and prestige of the
Governor’s oflice of this State. during
the years 1925 and 1926, have heen prae-
tically usurped. and dictated by a pri-
vate citizen. the husband of the Gover-
nor, for politieal favoritism and
finaneial gain. and the fact that he was
a private citizen has placed him heyond
the pale of the law. Tt was never antiei-
pated by any previous law-making hody,
or by the framers of the Constitution
of this State. that such a eondition
would ever arise: that is, that the Gov-
ernor’s office would so completely come
under the power and domination of a
private individual, who would take ad-
vantage of the opportunity to commer-
cialize this great and saered publie
trust to the cnrvichment of himself, and
members of his immediate family, and
favorite political friends and supporters.
We therefore, now have no law. or laws.
to prohibit suelr usurpation of power
by a private citizen. Otherwise, there
is no doubt in our minds but that the
investizgations made by the grand juries
of Travis county, and by this committee,
would have resulted in the return of
indictments for eriminal offenses. It is
our opinion, further. that the only re-
course under our existing laws, iz hy
impeachment for the wrongs done to
our State by the Chief Executive under
the domination of her husband.

In this connection we wish to state
that. in our opinion. it is dangerons to
the welfare of free government when
political mfluence is  commercialized.
The growing tendency for such com-
mercialization in State and Federal
government, as well as in minor divi-
sions of our organized government, is
appalling, and rellects upon the integ-
rity and intelligence of a free and in-
dependent people. XNo private individual
should be permitted to usurp the powers
and functions of the Governor of this
State, as no private individual should
be granted, or permitted, to exercise
any epecial privileges when dealing with
those in governmental authority. All
should understand and know that they
stand upon equal groumd, and any at-
tempt to sell or purchase politieal in-
fAuenee and favoritism should meet with
prompt and just punishment,

Newspaper Aetivities of the Governor
and Her Husband.

The testimony developed by the com-
mittee. together with that developed
in the two suits hrought by the Attorney
General against  the American Road
Company amd the Hoffman Construction
Company, show bheyvond reasonable doubt
that shortly after the election in 1924,
at which time Mrs. Miriam A, Fergu-
son was eleeted Governor of this State,
James 1. Ferguson, the hushand of the
Governor-eleet, we are unable to say
whether with or without his wife's con-
sent, there being no evidence that she
opposed, undertook and did develop
plang wherehy the power and prestige
of the Governor's office were used for
political amd financial gain for himself,
his wife. hiz daughters and favorite
political and personal friends. This is
clearly shown by the testimony of nu-
merous witnesses before the committee.
The first outstanding and bold effort to
commereialize the Governor’s office came
through what was generally known as
the “Good Will" edition of the Fergu-
gson Forum, a weekly newspaper, shown
to have been then owned, edited and
published by James E. Ferguson, his
wife, Mirinm A. Ferguson, his daughter,
Mrs. George S. Nalle and Miss Dorrace
Ferguson. also a daughter. This “Good
Will" edition was published in two sec-
tions, the first on the 18th day of De
cember, 1924, and the second on the 2nd
day of January, 1925, shortly after the
clection of Mrs, Ferguson to the office
of Governor. and just prior to the date
that she took the oath of office. Ae-
cording to the testimony of many wit-
nesses, and that of Joseph Furst, who
was emploved by the Ferguson Forum
ns its advertising solicitor, a list of
prospective advertisers, consisting of
individuals, firms, private and public
service corporations, road contractors,
road cquipment dealers, railroad and oil
companies, banks, insurance companies
and many other firms and corporations,
were addressed a personal letter signed
hy James E. Ferguson, the husband of
thie Governor. or Governor-eleet, as the
case might be, and these individuals and
corporations were called upon to con-
tribute money under the guise of adver-
tising in this “Good Will” edition. Road
contractors, road equipment and mate-
rial dealers, railroad and other publie
service corporations, insurance com-
paies. oil companies, and many other
private and corporate interests were the
largest contributors of this plan of
advertising. It is shown that no par-
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ticular amount was required, or solicited,
but the testimony shows that those
who did contribute, did so in sums from
one hundred dollars up to one thousand
dollars. The manner of soliciting con-
tributions for this special “Good Will”
edition shows very clearly that the Fer-
gusons were the owners of the Ferguson
Forum, and were soon to take posssssion
of the Governor’s office, and such was
the one great impelling power that
caused many, in fact practically all, of
the coatributors to pay their money for
a scheme of this kind.

In order to show the methods used, we
-quote from the testimony from 1W.

roadnax, one of the owners of the
American Road Company, which indi-
cated very clearly the methods used, and
the purpose and intent of both the pur-
chaser and seller of the advertising. Mr.
Broadnax stated that when Mr, Furst,
advertising solicitor for the Forum
“Good Will” edition, visited his office
in Dallas, the following conversation
took place. After introducing himself
to Mr, Broadnax, Mr. Furst said:

“The Governor and James E. Fergu-
son both have known you. You have
been friends all your life.”

Mr. Broadnax: “Is that so?”

Mr. Furst: “Mr. Broadnax, I am get-
ting out a ‘Good Will' edition of the
Forum. I understand you people gave
twenty thousand dollars to the Ku Klux.
We are going to bury the hatchet, and
get together and put this good road
campaign over, and have lots of money
to build good roads, I don't mean to
say by this, that you are going to get
contracts, but if you will advertise, you
will get work, and everything will be
on the square.” (See page 257 of the
transeribed testimony.)

Many thousands of dollars were col-
lected by the Ferguson Forum, as the
result of these two editions. (See testi-
mony of Mr. Furst.)

As a further evidence of the fact that
the office of Governor of this State was
commercialized by the sale of advertis-
ing in the Ferguson Forum, we call at-
tention fo the fact that after Miriam
A. Ferguson was elected Governor, then
being a part owner of this paper, that
the Ferguson Forum was receiving funds
from individuals, road contractors. and
others interested in selling the State
road material and equipment, contribut-
ing from one hundred to twenty-five
hundred dollars under the guise of ad-
vertising in this paper, advertising pur-
ported to be in payment of one page in
the Forum to run once a week for fifty-
two weeks, boosting mood roads.

Another page in the Ferguson Forum,
under the head of “Texas Builders"” was
similarly paid for by railroad corpora-
tions, oil companies, bankers and public
service corporations. The amount of
money paid for these two pages, we
are not able to give accurately, but
the testimony is sufficient to show that
it amounted to thousands of dollars. At
the same time the Fergusons were ob-
taining money from the above named
persons and corporations in the manner
above shown, many of them were col-

lecting thousands of dollars from the

taxpavers of this State in the way of
highway contracts, freights, ete.

As shown above this lucrative scheme
of advertising began just as Miriam A.
Ferguson was elected Governor. and just
before she took the oath of office in Jan-
uary, 1925, and continued long after she
became Governor of Texas. An exami-
nation of the Ferguson Forum prior to
Mrs. Ferguson's election as Governor,
will show that it carried a very limited
amount of advertising, but after her
election, this paper secured an enormous
amount of advertising, paid for at fabu-
lous rates. In fact, there was no stipu-
lated rate fixed for the advertisin
above discussed, only the ability an
willingness of the persom or corporation
to pay.

As shown above. when Mr. Furst so-
licited this advertizsing he was intro-
duced by a personal letter, written on
Executive letter heads, from James E.
Ferguson to the prospective advertiser,
At that time, that is, after Miriam A.
Ferguson become Governor, James E.
Ferguson completely dominated her acts,
and the acts of the Highway Department
of this State, and also the State Text-
book Board, and it was well known to
the ' prospective advertisers that they
were advertising with the persons who
dominated and controlled the above de-
partments of this government, together
with a more or less dominance over the
prison system of the State.

This committee condemns in un-
measured terms the use of the Gover-
nor’s office for the private gain and en-
richment of the Governor, her husband,
and her two daughters, in the manner
above shown.

Railroad Employment of James E. Fer-
guson, Husband of the Governor.

On the 31st day of December, 1024,
just prior to the inauguration of Mrs:
Ferguson as Governor of Texas, accord-
ing to the testimony of W. T. Eldridge,
who at that time owned extensive rail-
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road and corporate interests in this
State, and alse according to a written
contract signed by James E. Ferguson.
the hushand of the Governor, the said
James FE. Ferguson was employed by
the said W. T, Eldridze as his personal
representative for the year 1925, for
which he paid Mr. Ferguson ten thou-
sand dollars in cash, in advance, and the
contract ealled for all traveling expenses,
when engaged in Mr. Eldridge's serviee,
and it is further shown that Mr. Fer-
guson was given free passes over many
railrond lines in this State, and that
he held and used these passes for prae-
tically a vear after his wife Dbecame
Governor, and while he, James E. Fer-
guson, was practically dominating the
oflice of Governor of this State. and
exercising ull the powers of Governor in
his wife's name. According to the written
contract, Mr. Ferguson woull not be
called upon to do more than five days of
service each month. According to the
further testimony of Mr. Eldridge, his
principal  purpese in  employing Mr,
Ferguson, was to lhave him make
speeches in certain communities where
Mr. Eldridge hoped to extend his lines
of railroads. Tt was also shown by Mr.
Eldridge's testimony, that at the time
this contract was entered into with Mr.
Ferguson, there was an unfilled contract
between Mr. Eldridge and the peniten-
tiary system of Texas, over which there
had been some controversy as to the
proper settlement of same, said contract
involving a sale of 5,635 ancres of land.
teams, and implements during 1909 by
Mr. Eldridge to the Prison Commission
of this State, It is further shown that
the consideration for this contract was
160000 and that the State was to
sell Mr. Eldridge on certain fixed prices
amd terms, all eane grown on 2,250 aeres
of land over a period of ten years. It
was shown that this cane contract had
led to considerable discussion and con-
troversy during previous administra-
tions, and that it was then uneompleted,
and aceording to the testimony of Mr.
Eldridge, still had two years to run be-
fore completion on the part of the Prison
Commission, (See Eldridze’s testimony,
page 1623, transeribed report.)

We believe that a eareful reading of
the contract, and of Mr. Eldridge’s testi-
mony, will show that there was no le-
gitimate emplovment between James E.
Ferpuson and W. T. Eldridge, but that
the contract involved a pure purchase
and sule of exeentive influence, aund

thereby was a purchase and sale of the
powers and prestige of the Governor’s
office of this State to railroads and cor-
porate interests, and interests adverse
to that of the State.

Governor’s Daughter as Liability
Insurance Agent,

The testimony will further show that
Mrs. George S. Nalle, the daughter of
Governor Miriam A. Ferguson, and her
hushand, James Ii. Ferguson, acted as
agent of the Ameriean Surety Company
in making the bonds of road contractors,
and of public officials, and other con--
tractors, in whose work the State was
interested, as will he more fully shown
in the discussion of highway afTairs.

P'ardons.

Not in the history of organized gov-
ernment of our heloved State has there
been such a disgraceful disregard for
the proper and just punishment of crim-
inals, and the safegunard of the people
and property of his State, as has heen
shown hy the Governor of Texas, in the
past two years of her indiseriminate and
super-liberal pardoning policy. We do
not believe, and we think the testimony
in the record will bear us out in saying,
that this policy cannot be charged to
the feminine sympathy of a woman
Governor. The limited testimony se-
cured from witnesses, and an examina-
tion of the records in the office of the
Secretary of State, show that practically
all of the pardons granted, were the
result of recommendations hy James E.
Ferguson, who exercised the power and
authority of Governor of this State, in
matters pertaining to pardons, as well
as all other matters. It appears that
the principal thing that the Governor
had to do was to sizn her name on the
dotted line, and there is testimony to
show that pardons have been granted in
which James . Ferguson actually signed
the Governor’s name. This committee
will nol umdertake to say that all of
the more than three thousand acts of
executive clemency by Miriam A. Fer-
guson were not meritorious. Many of
them, no doult, were: but it is an in-
disputable fact that many of them were
not. 1t is further an indisputable faet
that many of the most notorious crim-
inals in the penitentiary, such as mur-
derers, rapists, robbers, and men guilty
of every crime denounced by the criminal
statutes of this State have been given
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freedom, and restored to citizenship, and
many criminals have been pardoned be-
fore they could even reach the peniten-
tiary, and before they were re-arrested
after their cases had been affirmed in
the higher courts.

The testimony shows that in the grant-
ing of these pardons, that very little, if
any, attention has been paid to the merit
of individual cases. In numerous cases,
the pardons have been granted at the
solicitation and request of attorneys
who were favorite friends and political
supporters of the Governor and her hus-
band, and we believe that the evidence
taken as a whole, justifies us in saying
that for the purpose of enabling the
attorneys to collect fees. In this con-
nection, we will state that one very prom-
inent attorney, Mr. B. Y. Cummins, of
Wichita Falls, a close personal and po-
litical friend of James E. Ferguson, and
who had secured a number of pardons,
stated under oath to this committee,
that he considered it perfectly proper for
the Governor to grant pardons to the
clients of attorneys who were friends of
the Governor, and such friendship was
a sufficient reason for the granting
thereof. The testimony of Mr. Walker
Sayle, and of two of the chaplains of the
penitentiary, further shows that in the
granting of pardons by the Chief Execu-
tive of this State, that practically no
attention was. paid to the record of the
conviet in the penitentiary, that many
of the worst conviets in the penitentiary,
and those with the worst prison records,
have been pardoned while many other
pardons recommended by the manage-
ment of the penitentiary have been ig-
. nored. The testimony of these witnesses
further shows that this policy has re-
sulted in lowering the morale of the con-
victs, and has resulted in making the
discipline of such conviets more diffieult
for those in charge. The practice of the
Executive office of this State, under the
domination and control of James E. Fer-
guson, as the end of the present adminis-
tration draws near, of promising and
agreeing to grant pardons even before
the courts have ceased to exercise juris-
diction over the case, is. undermining
the very fabric of this government, in
so far as the enforcement of the criminal
laws of this State is concerned, and
is bringing our courts and our govern-
‘ment into disrepute. It is shown by
the testimony that many and numerous
cases have been dismissed in the Court
of Criminal Appeals, while pending

therein, and motions for rehearing have
been withdrawn prior to the time that
the court finally acted on said cases, on
the implied promise of the granting of
a pardon. All this is done in order that
the Governor might pardon the accused
before the term of her office expires.

The committee has summoned several
witnesses for the purpose of making
inquiry into the pardoning affairs, but
on account of the fact that attorngys
who collected such fees, and the families
of those who have been pardoned, are
reluctant to give testimony with ref-
erence thereto, many of these witnesses
have failed to obey the process of this
committee, but enough evidence has been
collected to show that it has been a
source of great profit to many attorneys
in this State, and that the merit of
the several cases has had little consid-
eration in the mind of the Chief Execu-
tive or her husband.

Penitentiary Affairs.

This committee has had a very lim-
ited time in which to examine into the
affairs of the penitentiary system of
this State, but our limited investiga-
tion shows that the penitentiary system
of this State is in a deplorable condi-
tion financially, and hopelessly in debt.
In this connection, we will submit to
you the following statement, which
shows the financial condition of the
penitentiary system of this State, on
January 1, 1927, the December expense
account being estimated as well as cot-
ton and cottonseed products on hand
December 20, the report being furnished
the committee by Chairman Sayle of the
Prizson Commission.

Bills payable, current, due

November 1, 1926....... $ 13,931.28
Bills payable, renewals, due

February 19, 1927...... 614,020.77
Bills payable, current, due

February 19, 1927 ... .. 73,220.69
Bills payable, land notes,

due December 21, 1926,

December 31, 1926, and

Janunary 1, 1927........ G1,428.55
Interest on land notes..... 19,739.27
Interest on current notes to

February 19, 1927...... 960.00
Interest on notes renewed

to February 19, 1927.... 11,155.00
Accounts payable ........ 8,676.35

b (R A R e $ 803,137.81
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Cotton on hand—1390 bales
cotton at $52 per bale,
estimate, $72,250; cot-
ton to be picked—200
bales cotton at %50 per
bale, estimate, $10,000;
from cotton seed products
estimate, $57,000; mis-
cellaneous receipts, esti-
mate, 51.000; cash on

hand, $150.339.63 F 200,619.63

oy

512,518.28

Estimate expenses for De-

cember, 1926, payroll,

$28,000; supplies and sun-

dries, $65,000 ..........% 93,000.00
Estimate total deficit to

January 1, 1027 .8 105,018.28

Estimate amount required
to operate the system
from January 1, 1927, to
September 1. 1927, based
on an average of expendi-
tures for this period dur-
ing 1926. This estimate
is based on the theory
that there will he as
many inmates during the
1927 period as  there
were during the same
period in 1926, eliminat-
ing all extra or emer-
gency expense . $ 874,000.00

Total estimated amount re-
quired to operate the sys-
tem to September 1, 1927,
This amount makes pro-
visions for all expenses
and all notes due prior to
September 1. 1927, but
does not include any obli-
gation maturing after
this date $1.489,518.28

This testimony taken before this com-
mittee shows that Mr. O'Rourke, the
secretary of the Prison Commission, per-
mitted and was principally responsible
for two very disgraceful affairs. when
he had as his guests several men who
were intoxicated and drunk while wit-
nessing the electrocution of four wne-
groes. It is shown by the testimony of
the Rev. Watson. one of the penitenti-
ary chaplains, that the behavior of
certain men who were present as the
guests of Mr. O'Rourke at these ex-
ecutions was a shame and disgraece, Tt
is shown that Mr. O'Rourke, himself,
was intoxicated, and that the occasion

of the taking of these human lives was
made a time of revelry and jest. In this
connection, we would state that the re-
tention of Mr. O'Rourke in the manage-
ment of the penitentiary system has
been over the protest and against the
wish of Mr. Walker Sayle, chairman of
the Prison Commission. The testimony
further shows that this saime man, Mr.
O'Rourke, while acting as secretary of
the Prison Commission, has collected
money from prisoners, for the purpose
of securing furloughs and pardons, such
amounts ranging from one hundred to
three hundred dollars. We condemn this
act of any representative of the State
government, and especially of the officers
and employes of the penitentiary system,
in using the powers of the office to ex-
tort or secure money for any purpose
from the unfortunate inmates of the
State penitentiary. .

Your committec attempted to make
a personal inspection of the penal
institutions of this State, and to that
end visited. in a body, what is known
as the "“Blue Ridge Farm™ and the
“Imperial Farm,” but were prevented
on account of rain and bad roads from
making an extensive investigation of
either of those farms, and from making
any investigations of any of the other
penal institutions.

It is our opinion, from the testimony
taken, that there is practically no ef-
fort made in any of the penal units
of this State to reform the prisoners,
other than the little work that can be
done hy the chaplain, who seems to re-
ceive very little support, though no op-
position from those in charge. (See
testimony of the two chaplains.)

We are further of the opinion, and
think that the testimony warrants us
in saying, that the penitentiary system
of this State has been honey-combed
with incompetency, graft, and, in many
instances, plain theft. The testimony
before us shows that the property of
the prison system, especially that on the
farms, has been stolen in wholesale lots,
and that the thieves have gone un-
punished and undiscovered, and very
little if any effort has been made to
discover them.

We would not pass over this subject
without stating that one of the prison
commissioners, Capt. Walker Sayle, has
shown every effort and disposition to
aid this committee in working out and
ascertaining the true facts with refer-
ence to our penal system, and we believe
that he has made a true and honest ef-
fort to discharge, and that he has dis-
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charged, the duties of his office with
honor to himself and credit to the
State.

We find the penitentiary system of
this State financially involved, and hope-
lessly in debt, and the only way for it
to possibly meet its present past due
financial obligations is by an appropria-
tion by the Degislature.

The affairs of the penitentiary system
have been before practically every Legis-
lature that has met in recent years.
Under the present condition, it is a
hopeless financial failure, and wunless
something is done to remedy existing
conditions, it is our opinion that it will
be necessary for each succeeding Legis-
lature to appropriate money to supple-
ment its income as long as it is main-
tained under present conditions. We
offer no recommendations and solutions
to this matter, but leave it to the wise
judgment of the Legislature of this

tate.

Board of Control.

Your committee, in a limited way, has
investigated the Board of Control of
this State, and its methods of transact-
ing its business. It is our opinion that
the powers of the Board of Control
should be more clearly defined by the
Legislature.

We find that the Highway Depart-
ment has, through subterfuges, ignored
the Board of Control in the purchase of
supplies for that department, as will
be more fully shown in the discussion
of the Highway Department. It is our
opinion that an evasion of the powers
of the Board of Control by heads of the
departments of the State government,
should be made a criminal offense.

Courts.

We have requested and secured from
the clerks of the several Courts of Civil
Appeals of this State, and also the
clerks of the several district courts, re-
ports showing the amount of business
transacted in the several Courts of Civil
Appeals, and in the distriet courts of
the different counties. We believe that
these reports justify us in saying that
we have more Courts of Civil Appeals
than are necessary to properly and expe-
ditiously transact the business coming
before them. We further believe that
the reports of the several district clerks
justify us in saying that many of the
district courts in this State have not
sufficient business to transact to keep
them reasonably busy, while others are
overcrowded.

We file the above mentioned reports
with this report for the inspection and
information of the Legislature.

We condemn the system of Civil Ap-
pellate Courts in forve in this State, as
expensive and cumbersome, and fruitful
of unreasonable delay in the final deci-
sions of cases. We believe that our Con-
stitution and laws should be so amended
as to simplify our civil appellate system
and make appeals of civil cases in this
State less expensive and cumbersome to
litigants, and so that appeals will be
finally adjudicated without unnecessary
and unreasonable delay.

Department of Education,

This commitfee, in a limited way, has
investigated the educational affairs of
this State, only so far as same applies
to the Free Textbook Commission, and
the Board of Edueation.

Free Textbook Contracts.

In the matter of letting contracts for
the purchase of free textbooks for the
public schools of this State, the same
dominating influence of a private indi-
vidual, the husband of the Governor,
prevailed, as has prevailed wherever the
Chief Executive office has come in con-
tact with the governmental affairs of
this State. The testimony of the presi-
dent of the University of Texas and that
of the State Superintendent of Public
Education, very clearly shows how the
husband of the Governor practically
dominated and controlled the selection of
the Textbook Commission, and of the
State Board of Eduecation of this State,

The law provides for a commission
composed of the president of the Uni-
versity of Texas, the president of the
A, and M. College, the president of the
College of Industrial Arts, the president
of the Southwest Texas State Teachers
College, and the State Superintendent of
Public Instruction, to nominate thirteen
reputable teachers and two business men,
a list of fifteen, to be given to the Gov-
ernor, and from this list the -Governor
must seleet wnd appoint six teachers
and one business man, who, with the
Governor and the State Superintendent
of Public Instruction, compose the
State Textbook Commission.

The president of the University of
Texas, Dr. Splawn, testified before this
committee that some time prior to the
time the fifteen names were selected in
June, 1925, and submitred to the Gover-
nor, he, the president of the University,
requested Jaraes E. Ferguson, the hus-
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band of the Governor, tu give him a list
of names, that he, James E, Ferguson,
wished to have appointed on the Text-
book Commission, and that James E.
Ferguson did hand ts Dr. Splawn, the
president of the University, a list of
names that he desired to have suggested.
Further investigation shows that most
of those suggested Ly the husband of the
Governor were named on the Texthinok
Commission. We think that it was the
purpose of the law in requiring the
State Texthook Commission to be ap-
pointed, or selected, from a list of names
nominated as above indicated, to cirenm-
scribe the power of the Governor in
appointing this commission, and to give
to him the aid and assistance of men
familinr with school afaivs, and eompe-
tent to judge the edueational qualifica-
tions of the members of the commission.
We think that the heads of the educa-
tional institutions which are given the
power, under the law, to seleet a list of
fifteen, from which the State Texthouk
Commission of seven members is to be
appointed, should refrain from receiv-
ing any suggestions from the Executive
Department in selecting the list of fif-
teen, and we do believe that this prae-
tice should be prohibited by law. We
further believe that the Governor should
refrain from, in any manner, attemnpt-
ing 10 influence the selection of the list
of fifteen, but should confine himseli wo
the appointive power given him under
the law.

The undiisputed evidence before this
commitice shows that James E. Ferpu.
gon, the lmsband of the Governor, had
himself elected clerk of the State Text-
book Commission, a position not pro-
vided for ly law. the law already pro-
viding that the State Superintendent
of Public Iusiruction should be ex-oi-
ficiv secretary of this board. The testi-
mony further shows that in the letting
of contracts tor free texthooks for ihe
public schools of this State by the
State ‘Textbook Comniission, of which
the Governor is, by law, the chairman,
that the rights and interests of the
schools have been ignored. In the letting
of contracts for spellers, the State Text-
book Commission, dominated and con-
trolled by James E. Ferguson, awarded
to the American Book Company a con-
tract for spellers, and at a price higher
than the same books can be bought at
retail by private individuals. The testi-
mony indisputably shows that these
spellers are sold to the State five cents
per copy higher than the American Book
Company, to whom the contract was

let, retails them in Cineinnati, its home
office. It is further shown that these
books ean be sent by mail, one at a time,
at four cents per vopy, or one cent
cheaper than the State is paying for
them in enormous (uantities. These
bhooks are actually shipped by freight in
lnrge lots, and the cxpense of shipping
Ly freight in large quantities is much
cheaper than by mailing. In other
words, the State Texthook Commission,
dominated and controlled by James E.
Ferguson, is paying more for spellers in
enormous yuantities than the same book
can be hought at retail, one copy at a
time, and shipped to Texas by mail.
The testimony further shows that the
State Textbook Commission selected the
highest priced spellers offered to them.

It is shown by the testimony before
the committee, that it has been the prac-
tice of representatives of book companiea
to have private interviews with the sev-
eral members of the State Textbook
Commission, prior to the adoption of
such textbooks. We do believe that this
practice should be prohibited by law, and
that the representatives of the book com-
panies should be required to present
their claims to the commission as a
whole, in open hearing, and that private
interviews and presentation of claims to
the several members of the board should
be prohibited by law,

Board of Education.

Under the present law, the Governor,
the Comptroller and the Secretary of
State constitute the Board of Education
of this State. The Seccretary of State is
appointed by the Governor, and the reec-
orde in the Department of Education will
show that the Secretary of State has
always voted in accord with the wishes
and policies of the Govermor. We do
not believe in an ex-officio Board of Edu-
cation, and we recommend that the Con-
stitution of this State be changed so
that the Board of Education may be se-
leected in some manner to the end that
its members may be chosen or selected
on account of their peculiar fitness to
discharge the duties of this important
office.

Live Stock Sanitary Commission.

Your committee, in a limited way, has
investigated the Livestock Sanitary
Commission, and especially with refer-
ence to the payment of claims on ac-
count of the foot and mouth disease in
Harris and other counties in that sec-
tion of the State. We find that this
outbreak was very expensive to the
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State, and if there is any way that re-
occurrence can be prevented, it should
certainly be done. We find that many
of the citizens were compelled to pay
twenty-five per cent of their claims as
collection fees. We believe that such
a condition is unjust, and that those
with just claims against the State
should not have to pay one-fourth to col-
leet what the State honestly owes them.

We found an irregularity in this de-
partment, which consisted of the sale
of dip belonging to the State, and the
using of the proceeds to take up State
deficiency warrants in this department.
Of course, this was illegal, as the pro-
ceeds of the dip should have been placed
in the State Treasury, and the deficiency
warrants collected in the manner pro-
vided by law. We condemn this prac-
tice.

Members of the Legislature Practicing
Before the Highway Department.

. The testimony shows that it has been
the practice of members of the Legisla-
ture to appear before the Highway De-
partment in the interest of private con-
tractors. We wish to condemn this
practice, and recommend that it be pro-
hibited by law.

Highway Department.

As was to be expected, the major part
of the testimony developed by this com-
mittee had to do with the affairs of the
State Highway Department, and the con-
nection of the Executive, through the
husband of the Governor, with highway
affairs. In this connection, we further
state that the testimony developed be-
fore this committee, out of the mouths
of numerous witnesses, justifies us in
reporting to you, that the members of
the Highway Commission, together with
the aid and abetment of the Chief Execu-
tive of this State, through her husband,
a private citizen, have wantonly, reck-
lessly, and fraudulently dissipated mil-
lions of dollars of the highway funds
paid by the taxpayers of Texas.

Following the imauguration of Mrs.
Ferguson as Governor, in January, 1925,
it became the privilege of the Executive
to appoint three Highway Commission-
ers, whose terms of office began on the
15th day of February, 1925. Frank Lan-
ham of Dallas, Joe Burkett of Eastland,
and John H. Bickett of San Antonio,
were the thrce new Commissioners ap-

inted and who qualified and assumed

he duties of office on the 15th day of
February, 1925. In March of that same
year Frank Lanham, as chairman of the

Highway Commission, entered into an
agresment with W, Broadnax and E. 8.
Heyser, and associntes, who later organ-
ized the American Road Company, te
maintain certain roads, and to cover cer-
tain other roads with an asphalt top-
ping, involving a total of about four
million dellars to be paid out of the
State highway fund, The price agreed
upon between Mr. Lanham and the said
Broadnax, Heyser and associates, was
such as to give the contractor a net
profit of about sixty-five per cent. Short-
ly following this agreement, another
agreement was entered into between the
Highway Commission and the Hoffman
Construction Company, aggregating more
than two million dollars. In this con-
nection, we might say, that soon after
the commis=ion organized in February,
1925, the three commissioners, hy agree-
ment among themselves, and not by any
authority of law, divided the State into
three districts, one district for each
member. The first agreement entered
into was in the district assigned to Mr.
Lanham, and the second agreement en-
tered into was the district assigned to
Mr. Burkett. These contracts, or agree-
ments, were entered into without pub-
licity, or advertisement, and there was
no competitive bidding, and no bond te
guarantee faithful performance, and thus
more than six million dollars of the
people’s money was awarded to these two
firms, or companies, without competitive
bids, and practically in secret. Had
these particular contracts been let to the
lowest and best bidder, there is no doubt
that the same work could have been bid
in at a price practically one-third that
paid by the State. Along about this
same time, other contracts were being
negotiated and let to many different in-
dividuals and road econtruction com-
panies, covering smaller districts, and
involving a total of one hundred and
twenty-two counties, for the maintenance
of roads in these counties. In the letting
of these contracts, the same methods
were followed as were followed in
the agreements with the American
Road Company; that is, a district
was formed, composed of one or more
counties, and a ecertain sum of
money was agreed upon to be paid
to the contractor for a period of twelve
months, said amount to be paid in twelve
monthly installments, regardless of the
amount of work done by the contractor.
Many of these contractors had never be-
fore had any road experience, and many
of them had never been in the road con-
tracting business before, but were polit-
ical friends and supporters of James E.
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Ferguson, the Governor’s husband. The
undisputed evidence of numerous wit-
nesses shows that enormous profits were
made by these contractors. All of these
later contracts were entered into with-
put any competitive bidding, and from
all the evidence it is clearly shown that
the State did mnot receive more than
thirty-five cents out of every dollar in
work or material on the public highways.
In this connection, however, we are glad
to state that the Attorney General of
this State brought suits against the
American Road Company and the Hoff-
man  Construction Company to cauncel
their contracts, and that these suits re-
sulted in the successiul enjoining and
cancellation of these contracts, before
their completion, and the return to the
State Treasury, and the highway fund of
this State, of more than a million
dollars.

The testimony of numerous witnesses
shows Leyvond a doubt that James E. Fer-
guson, the husband of the Governor, ab-
solutely dominated the aflairs of the
Highway Commission of this State while
Lanham, Burkett and Bickett constituted
the Highway Commission. But in this
conneetion we should state that the evi-
dence before us shows that during all
this time, Commissioner Bickett was
sick. and took no part in the awarding
of these eontracts, and we exonerate him
personally for any blame therefor. The
evidence shows that James L. Ferguson
sat with the commission during all of
its meetings, just as though he were
a member thereof., and that though a
private eitizen, he dominated and con-
trolled every act of the Iighway Com-
mission.  The testimony further shows
that the Governor used every power at
the hand of the Exeeutive of this State
to hamper the efforts of the Attorney
General to forfeit these road contracts,
amd proteet the taxpayers of this State,
and that she even went to the limit of
emploving private counsel out of the law
enforcement fumd of this State to go into
the district conrt in an elfort to prevent
the Attorney General from forfeiting
these iniquitous contracts. As an evi-
dence of the fact that James E. TFer-
guson dominated and controlled the of-
fice of Chief Executive of this State, and
also dominaied and controlled the high-
way affairs of this State, we cite the
testimony of John M. Cage, who was
appointed as successor to Commissioner
Burkett, to the effect that he was made
to promise to resign at any time he
might be called upon to do so by the
Governor, at the time he was appointed.
The testimony of Mr. Cage further

shows that the second topping contract
on the four hundred miles of road topped
by the American Road Company was
largely under the dominating intluence
of James K. Ferguson. (See Uage's

testimony, page 2080, transcribed re-
rort.}
As above indicated, under another

subhead, it is shown by the testimony
of numeorus witnesses who obtained con-
tracts under the Highway Commission,
that the daughter of the Governor of
Texas acted as agent of one of the larg-
est liability insurance companies, doing
husiness in this State, the American
Surety Company, and that the majorit
of contractors obtaining contracts Witﬁ
the Highway Commission, made bond
with this company, the daughter of the
Governor, Mrs. George S. Nalle, acting
as the agent. In this connection, we
will state that it is further shown that
the officers in the penitentiary system
made bond through the same agency,
and that these premiums with the High-
way Departinent amounted to many
thousands of dollars. We are not able
to say just what Mrs. Nalls, the agent,
made in commissions, but the evidence
warrants us in gaying that her business
was  very luerative, and probably
amounted to a good many thousands of
dollars,

After the Attorney General of this
State obtained judgment against the
American Road Company, Commission-
ers Burkett and Lanham resigned, and
Joln M. Cage and Hal Moseley were ap-
pointed in their stead. It is clearly
evident from the testimony that Com-
missioner Care did not submit to the
domination of Mr. Ferguson, except in
the awarding of the retopping contracts,
and that Mr. Ferguson did not desire
to keep him longer. Mr. Cage answered
the summon of this committee and testi-
fied. Mr. Moseley did not answer the
summons, and we presume we are justi-
fied in saying that he thereby indicated
that he was not willing to give an ac-
count of his stewardship to the people
of Texas.

Prior to Juune, 1925, we had no law in
force in this State compelling the High-
way Department to let contracts at com-
petitive bids. We now have such a law
in force, and we believe that its effects
have been salutary.

The present Highway Commission is
composed of Messrs. Eugene T. Smith,
Scott Woodward and George P. Robert-
son. The testimony shows that James
E. Ferguson has not openly sat with
the Commission in the Highway Depart-
ment since Lanham and Burkett re-
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signed, but his influence and attempt
to dictate its policy has never ceased.
(See testimony of State Engineer Love.)

Bell County Experimental Road.

In the building of the Bell county
experimental road, the dominating in-
fluence of James E. Ferguson, the hus-
band of the Governor, is again seen. In
the building of this road, the funds of
the State Highway Department were
heavily drawn upon, and we think per-
sonal favoritism was shown. The testi-
mony shows that one S. B. Moore, who
owns a patent on this type of road and
bridge comstruction, was interviewed by
James E. Ferguson, and arrangements
made for him to come with the High-
way Department and build for said de-
partment some of this type of road. The
supposed purpose for the building of
this road, was to demonstrate a durable
:ﬂ:e of road that can be built cheaper

n other types of permanent road con-
struction. The plan on which this pat-
ented road is constructed, comsists of
four brick surface runners, sixteen inches
in width, laid on top of a concrete base,
the fill between these runners being built
in an oval shape with a center several
inches higher than the surface of the
brick runners, the fill-in material con-
sisting of asphalt and crushed rock, or
gravel. We found that twenty-one miles
of his type of road is under construe-
tion in Bell county, and yet its entire
cost, with the exception of about four
thousand dollars paid by Bell county in
preliminary engineering work, ete., is be-
ing paid and is to be paid out of the
maintenance funds of the State Highway
Department, while other counties build-
ing permanent highways, must bear from
one-third to one-half of the cost of such
permanent roads.

According to the testimony of S. B.
Moore, the engineer and patentee of this
road, he first talked to James E. Fergu-
son. and later entered into a contract
with the Highway Department, to get
a consulting engineer, for the building
of this experimental road in Bell county.
Under this contract, he received $375
per month and a personal expense ac-
count, which averages about $100 per
month, to supervise the construction of
this road. The contract work for the
construction of the road was let to Mr.
F. L. Dennison, of Bell county, at cost
plus ten per cent. The building of the
road began in April, 1925. The first
five miles was completed in December,
1926. The remaining sixteen miles is
expected to be finished some time during

the year 1927. The first five miles is
built from the corporate line of Belton
to the corporate line of Temple, and the
average cost, including bridges and cul-
verts, exceeds $45,000 per mile. Mr.
Moore stated to this committee that the
other sixteen miles was estimated to
cost, when complete, $30,000 per mile,
these sixteen miles being built on a
much cheaper plan than the first five
miles. The total, therefore, for the con-
struction and building of this twenty-one
miles of experimental road in .Bell
county, will aggregate more than $700,-
000, all of which is being paid for out
of the highway funds of this State, and
the county is paying nothing, except the
four thousand dollars above indicated.
(See testimony of Mr. Moore, page 1902
transcribed report.)

This committee drove over this road,
that is, the part of same completed,
and found it very uncomfortable, and
that its cost is equal to, if not more,
than that of the highest type of road
construction. We believe that there are
two main ends to be attained in build-
ing roads, viz: durability and comfort
to the driver and those who have to use
the road. We found this road very un-
comfortable to drive over, and on account
of the fact that a car has to be kept in
the narrow runners, that a driver is
kept on a constant tension to keep the
car on the runner. We condemn this
road as impractical, expensive and un-
comfortable,. We condemn the expendi-
ture of the funds used in its construe-
tion as unwise and unfair. We condemn
the methed of letting a contract of this
size at cost plus ten per cent, the con-
tractor taking absolutely mo risk, and
a premium being placed on making a
road as expensive as possible. We do
not accuse the contractor of having done
this. We have no evidence that he has
done so, but such a contract on the part
of the Highway Commission involving
a sum totaling $700,000 is certainly
against public policy, and in general
practice would prove very expensive to
the State.

In this connection, this committee
wishes to state that it does not want to
be understood as ecriticising experiments
in road building, in order that the most
practical and economical type of road
and material may be developed, but when
such experiments are made, one or two
miles should be used for a demonstration,
instead of building twenty or more miles
in some favored county at the expense
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of the State, while other counties must
pay from one-third to one-half of the
cost of permanent roads when designated
by the State Highway Commission. Also
when a patent is involved, the State
shiould always secure the right to use
the patent lefore the demonstration is
made. Should the Bell county experi-
ment prove satisfactory, and we are
frank to say that we do not think it
has, the State could not build any more
of this road, without the consent of the
owner of the patent, and without paying
him such royalty, as he might demand.

Highway Employes.

We find that the same dominating
influence of James E. Ferguson, which
he exercised over the Highway Commis-
sion in the letting of contracts, prevailed
in all other affairs of the Highway Com-
mission, and especially in the naming
of its employes. The testimony shows
that the men placed in charge of the
supervision and maintenance of the
State highwayvs of this State were chosen
without reference to their fitness or
qualifications, but that men were dis-
charged, who were experienced in road
affairs, and their places filled with po-
litical friends of James E. Ferguson
without consulting with the Engineering
Department, many of them absolutely
unfit and unqualified to discharge the
duties of their position, and that this
condition now exists throughout the
State.

The testimony before this committee,
and the common knowledge of the
people of this State who use our high-
ways, is to the eflect in the past two
years, they have deteriorated to the ex-
tent of millions of dollars, and that
this condition has heen bronght about
by the incompetency and graft in the
Highway Department of this State.

The testimony shows that the law
requiring State automobiles and State
road equipment, to be branded with the
highway signs, has been largely ignored
by the Highway Commission of this
State, and its agenis and employes,

Highway Commission Ignores
Board of Control.

The testimony of the members of the
Board of Control, Messrs. Harrington,
Walthall and Tennant, shows that the
Highway Commission of this State has
often ignored the law, providing for pur-
chases to be made by the Board of Con-
trol, and that where the Board of Control

refused to submit to the domination of
the Highway Commission, in the letting
of contracts, and refused to let contracts
to the high bidder, that the requisitions
would be withdrawn and the Highway
Commission would let the contracts and
purchase material amounting to large
sums, by making a fraudulent rent con-
tract for so many months with the un-
derstanding that the article rented,
would belong to the State at the end of
the remnt period. Such practice is an
evasion of the law, and should be pro-
hibited.

Financial Report—Committee
Expenditures.

The following is an itemized statement
of expenses by the committee:

Members—
Lee Satterwhite, chairman,
$749.2G; W. M. Fly, 5455.25;

Alfred P. C. Petsch, $328.90;
Robert A, Powell, $420.97;
Claude D. Teer, $39090.58;
John H. Vesteh, $353.15;
Johun F. Wallace, $333.00;
W. A, Williamson, $434.28;

Balance to Dee. 18, 1826.. . .§ 3,478.40
Attorney—Richard Critz, fee
and expenses.............. 3,022.89

Clerks, Stenovgraphers and
Sergeant-at-Arms—

Carl Phinney, assistant sec-
retary, E-Ilﬂ 50; Joe White,
sergeant - at - urms $338.00;
R. D. Winder, assistant
sergeant - at - arms, $190.62;
Maud Nowlin, stenographer,
$480.00; John Ward, audit
work, $155.00; Ruby Red-
maond, elerical work, $15.00;

Lalance to Dee. 18, 1926. ... 1,606.12
Stenographie report of testi-
mongy p ................... 1,782.80
Western Union Telegraph Co.,
£30.74; Southwestern Bell
Telephone Co., $288.43; Bal-
ance to Dec. 18, 1926 325.17
Ernest & Ernest, auditors. . .. 996.50
E. L. Steck Company........ 187.60
Newspaper subscription. : 8.50
Witness fees and per diem... . 2276.11
Grand total......... ... . $13,685.00

General Remarks.

The testimony taken by this commit-
tee has not been printed, and we leave
the matter of printing the same with
the Fortieth Le;ialature, but we advise
that such testimony ought to be printed,
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and preserved as a permanent record for
the Legislature and the people of Texas.

Further, as before stated, the wit-
nesses whose names are attached, have
refused to obey the process of this com-
mittee, and we have been forced to leave
the matter of further investigating and
summoning these witnesses while the
Legislature is in session, to the dis-
cretion of the Fortieth Legislature.

We have discharged the duties dele-
gated to us by the Thirty-ninth Legis-
lature to the best of our ability. We
have had but one end in view, that is,
to develop the truth.

Respectfully submitted,
SATTERWHITE,

Chairman;
FLY,
Vice-Chairman ;
WALLACE of Freestone,
Secretary;
TEER,

WILLIAMSON,
POWELL,
VEATCH,
MONTGOMERY.

Exhibit “A™

The following witnesses summoned to
appear before the committee refused to
obey process:

Jas. M. Bailey of Houston, J. M.
Johnson of Houston, Reuben Loftin of
Henrietta, Dwight Lewelling of Dallas,
Hal Moseley of Dallas, Charlie Hurdle-
son of Austin.

{Pending the reading of the report Mr,
Loftin occupied the chair temporarily.)

RECESS.

On motion of Mr. Wallace of Free-
stone, the House, at 12:55 o'clock p.
m., took recess to 3 o’clock p. m.
today.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The House met at 3 o’clock p. m. and
was called to order by the Speaker.

HOUSE BILL NO. 27 ON SECOND
READING.

The Speaker laid before the House, on
its second reading and passage to en-
grossment,

H. B. No. 27, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 9, Title 1,
of the Revised Civil Statutes of 1925,
and declaring an emergency.”

The bill was read second time.

Mr. Cummings offered the following
amendment to the bill:

Amend House bill No. 27, line 19,
word 10, to read “made” instead of
“male.”

The amendment was adopted.

House bill 27 was then passed to
engrossment,

HOUSE BILL NO. 30 ON SECOND
READING.

The Speaker laid before the House, on
its second reading and passage to en-
grossment,

H. B. No. 30, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 2162 of Chap-
ter 8, Title 42, of the Revised Civil
Statutes of 1925, and declaring an
emergency.”

The bill was read second time and
was passed to engrossment.

HOUSE BILL NO. 33 ON SECOND
READING.

The Speaker laid before the House, on
its second reading and passage to
engrossment,

H. B. No. 33, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 2274 of
Chapter 12, Title 42, of the Revised
Civil Statues of 1925, and declaring an
emergency.”

The bill was read second time and
was passed to engrossment.

HOUSE BILL NO. 38 ON SECOND
READING.

The Speaker laid before the House,
on its second reading and passage to
engrossment,

H. B. No. 38, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 3654 of Chap-
ter 26, Title 54, of the Revised Civil
Statutes of 1925, and declaring an
emergency.”

Thge h{;-‘irl was read second time and
was passed to engrossment.

HOUSE BILL NO. 40 ON SECOND
READING.

The Speaker laid before the House,
on its second reading and passage to en-
grossment, -

H., B. No. 40, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 3874 of Title
60 of the Revised Civl Statutes of
1925, and declaring an emergency.”

The bill was read second time and
was passed to engrossment.
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HOUSE BILL NO. 39 ON SECOND
READING.

The Speaker laid before the House,
on its second reading and passage to
engrossment,

H. B. No. 39. A hill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 3726 of Title
65 of the Revised Civil Statutes of
1925, and declaring an emergency.”

The bill was read second time and
was passed to engroesment.

HOUSE BILL XNO. 28 OXN
READING.

The Speaker laid before the House, on
its second reading and passage to en-
grossment,

H. B No. 25, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 942 of Title
27 of the Revised Civil Statutes of 1925,
and declaring an emergency.”

The bill was read second
was passed to engrossment.

HOUSE BILL NO. 36 ON SECOND
READIXNG.

The Speaker laid before the House,
on its second rveading and passage to
engrossment,

H. B. No. 3. A hill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 2496 of the
Revised Civil Statutes of 1925, and de-
claring an emergency.”

The bill was read second time and
was passed to engrossment.

BILLS SIGNED BY THE SPEAKER.

The Speaker signed, in the presence of
the House, after giving due mnotice
therof and their captions had been read
severally, the following enrolled hills:

8. B. No. 5, “An Act amending Chap-
ter 115, Loecal and Special Laws of
the Regular Session of the Thirty-fifth
Legislature, same being a special road
“law for Duval county, by adding thereto
Sections 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22 and 23;
validating an election for the issuance
of special road honds of said county;
enacting provisions necessary and inci-
dental to the subject and purpose of
this act, and declaring an emergency.”

H. B. No. 52, “An Act to amend House
bill No. 369 of the Acts of the Thirty-
ninth Legislature, Regular Session,
Chapter 86, and providing for the re-
organization of the Thirty-first Judicial
Distriet of Texas; naming the counties
constituting the same; creating and or-
ganizing the One Hundred and Seventh
Judicial District of Texas, and naming

SECOND

time and

the counties therein, fixing the times
and terms of the district courts, ete.”
HOUSE BILL NO. 37 ON SECOND
READING.

The Speaker laid before the House,
on its second reading and passage to
engrossment,

H. B. No. 37, A lill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 3351 of Chap-
ter 5, Title 54, of the Revised Civil

The bill was read second time and
emergency.”

The bill was read second time and
was passed to engrossment.

HOUSE BILL NO. 41 ON
READING.

SECOND

The Speaker laid before the House, on
its second reading and passage to en-
grossment,

H. B. No. 41, A bill to he entitled
“An Act to amend Article 3990, of Title
4, of the Revised Civil Statutes of
1925, and declaring an emergency.”

The bill was read second time and
was passed to engrossment.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

State Chamber,
Austin, Texas, January 21, 1927,
Hon, Robert Lee Bohbitt, Speaker of the
House of Representatives.

Sir: I am directed by the Senate to
inform the House that the Senate has
adopted

S. C. R. No. 7, Relating to the attend-
ance of the lawyer members of the Legis-
lature.

And has passed

H. B. No. 52, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend House bill No. 369
of the Acts of the Thirty-ninth Legisla-
ture, Regular Session, Chapter 86, and
providing for the reorganization of the
Thirty-first Judicial District of Texas;.
naming the counties constituting the
same; creating and organizing the One
Hundred and Seventh Judicial Ihstrict
of Texas, and naming the counties
therein; fixing the times and terms of
the district courts, ete.”

Respectfully,
J. H. THORNHILL,

Assistant Secretary of the Senate.
HOUSE BILL NO. 43 ON SECOND
READING.

The Speaker laid before the House, on
its second reading and passage to en

\ grossment,
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H. B. No. 43, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 4231 of
Chapter 10, Title 69, of the Revised
Civil Statutes of 1925, and deeclaring an
emergency.”

The bill was read second time and
was passed to engrossment.

HOUSE BILL NO. 45 ON
READING.

The Speaker laid before the House, on
its second reading and passage to en-
grossment,

H. B. No. 45, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 4930 of Chap-
ter 11, Title 78, of the Rewvised Civil
Statutes of 1925, and declaring an emer-
pency.”

The bill was read second time and
was passed to engrossment.

HOUSE BILL NO. 47 ON SECOND
READING.

The Speaker laid before the House, on
its second reading and passage to en-
grossment,

H. B. No. 47, A bill to be entitled
“An Act to amend Article 6424 of Chap-
ter 9, Title 112, of the Revised Civil
Statutes of 1925, and declaring an emer-

ney.”

The bill was read second time and
was passed to engrossment.

REPORT FROM BSECRETARY OF
STATE.

The Speaker laid before the House and
had read the following report from the
Secretary of State:

State of Texas,
Department of State,

Austin, Texas, January 21, 1927,

Colonel R. P. Smyth, Member of House
of Representatives, Austin, Texas.
Dear Colonel Smyth: For your in-

formation, and the information of the

House, I herewith transmit fo you a

certified copy of the auditor’s report,

showing the receipts and disbursements
of the %ecretary of State’s office for the
geriud that I have been Secretary of

tate up to January first of this year,

SECOND

I am transmitting this to you for
such disposition as you see proper to
make of same, and for the information
of the members of the House.

I am,

Yours most respectfully,

EMMA GRIGSBY MEHARG,
Secretary of State,

Austin, Texas, January 10, 1927,

Hon. 8. H. Terrell, Comptroller, Austin,
Texas.

Dear Sir: Acting under your instrue-
tions, I herewith beg to hand you a copy
of an audit made of the books and ree-
ords of Mrs. Emma Grigsby Meharg,
Secretary of State, beginning January
26, 1925, and ending December 31, 1926;
showing a balance of $16.T8 over-remit-
ted to the State Treasurer during this
time. ”

You will note that there is a differ-
ence in the amount actually received
and disbursed by her of $3,049.78, which
is atill on deposit with the American
National Bank of Austin, Texas. In
other words that amount is still pend-
ing, over and above the amounts handled
by her administration, that have not
been taken into account and deposited
with the Treasurer. This amount with
the balance left in the bank, from items
deposited during her administration, of
$5,553.22, brings the total of cash in the
bank on December 31, 1026, £8,063.00,

I wish to take this means of compli-
menting Mrs. Meharg upon the show-
ing of her department, and to especially
compliment Miss Fredricka Turner, and
Miss Matilda Riesto, cashier and book-
keeper, upon the excellent manner in
which they have kept their records, and
the close attention which they have
paid to details in handling the volume
of items passed through their hands.

Thanking Mrs. Meharg, as well as the
entire office, who held themselves in .
readiness to assist Mr. Cloyed and my-
self, for the many courtesies extended
us while on this audit, I am

Very truly yours,
E. F. ELKIN,
Special Examiner,
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STATEMENT OF BANK ACCOUNT OF THE AMERICAN NATIONAL BANK, AUSTIN,
TEXAS, WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS
BEGINNING JANUARY 26, 1925,

Balance in Bank Janunﬂ,‘ 26.
1925 v

Deposits [rom Jan., 1926
Deposita for Feb., 026, .

Deposits for Mar., 1926, ... ..

Deposits for Aprl, 1926
Deposits lor May, 1926, . ... ...
Depoaits flor June, 1926, .
Deposits for July, 1926
Deposits for August, 1926

ﬂl 142 ‘E}E
40,741 .83

51,246,885 .70

51,246 ,885.70

Balance in Bank Lcdq_er
September 1, 1925 |
Deposits for Sept.,
Deposits for Ocl.,
Deposite for Nov, i
Dieposita for Dec.,
Deposits for Jan., 1926
Deposits for Feb.,
Deposita for 'ﬂnrrh 1926
Deposits for April, 1926
Deposits for May, 1926
Deposits for June, 1926
Deposits for Julv, 1926
Deposils for August, 1926, .. .

1926, ..

Balance in Bank I_.edger Balance

September |1
Deposits for “.er-t
Deposits for Oct.,
Deposits for Nov, Ig'lﬁ
Deposita for Der., 1926, |

.8
1926, .. ...,
1926. . ...
1926 .

5,594.79
35,270.05
42,789.30
33 644 .14
02 GRT .18
Gl ,587.13
80 ,233.25

204,713 .48
085,327 .41
243,007 .96
110,656.21
79,.891.27
50,626.81

$1,602,028 98

$1,602.028.98

8,072 95
67,269 69
43,931.64
35,963 _06
61,584 .60

$ 200.821.9%4

$ 206,821.94

Cherks (}utstanﬂmg January
T T T
Checks lauucd from Jan, 1, 26
Checks issucd Feb., 1926 ... ..
Checks issucd Mar, 1026, .. ..
Checks issued April, 19206,
Checks issued May, 1926
Checks issued .lu:ru:+ 1926
Checks issued July, 1926 .
Checks issued August, 1926

Ledger Balance nel as of
August 31, 1925 ... ....

Checks ssued Sept.,

Checks 1saued Oct,,
Checks issued Nov.,
Checksa asued Dec.,
Checks issued .J:m., 1926......
Checks issued Feb., 1926... ...
Checks issued March, 1926. . ..
Checks issued April, 1926. ....
Checks issued May, 19206
Checks issued June, 1926
Checks issued July, 1926
Checks isaued ﬁ.ugusl 1926. . .

Ledger Balance net as -:rl'
August 31, 1926.. ... ..

Checks issued Sept., 1926, . ...

Checks issued Oct.. 1926
Checks issued Nov., 1926. .. ..
Checks issued Dec., 1926. . ...

Ledger Balance net oa ot'
December 31, 1926,

43,562.16
$1,241,290.91
5,594.79
$1,246,885.70

$1,593,056.03
8,072.95
$1,602,028 98

58,782.71

$ 197,858.94
8,963.00
$ 206,821.94

STATEMENT OF COLLECTIONS AND DISBURSEMENTS OF THE SECRETARY OF
STATE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS, BEGINNING JANUARY 26, 1925, AND
ENDING AUGUST 31, 1925,

Collections on (‘hal‘ttrs
Foreign Permits. .
Domestic Franchises. .
Forcign Franchises. .. ..
Copies and Ccrtlﬁcatu
Laws. . ...
Commissions .
Stock Permits.
Requisitions. .
Report Pon;llhcs -
Amounts Rclurned Lnusﬂ:l
Excess.. s

Total for Fiscal Year. . .

Total Amount Collectied .
Amounts Helurm:d Unu-u:cl
Excess.

Net Hecenpts

et Collected .

w
—
F-
o
8
Eil=]

w558585888
38588424283

i
(=]
(=]
=

Lathge

$1,234,369.57

$1,234 ,369 .57

10,615.79

$ 3.74
1,223,750.04

$1.234,3069 .57

DﬂmalutnTmasur}.............._._.....______

Under Deposit

$1,234,369.57
$1,223,750.04
.18

Ll Ll

$ 305 .86
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STATEMENT OF COLLECTIONS AND DISBURSEMENTS OF THE SECRETARY OF
STATE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING
SEPFTEMBER 1, 1925, AND ENDING AUGUST 31, 1926.

Collections on Charters .................................. 5 274,0514.00
Foreign Permits. . 171,082 .00
Domestic Franchises, . b 4 Rl B AR mane dme mnissagr  BeEO0L 08
Forelgn Franchises, . . oo vcavirmsinaasinsssnssassssannss 271,852 .91
Copies and Certificates. ... covviveriiicnivisssrecnarsarss 5,908 .85
7 - A 11,329 .99
Commissions . e T O o otk et v iy e ey g 2,213 .00
Stocchrmlu. 1,323 .00
Requisitions 154 .50
Amounts Returned Unused. . ... ....ooovonomonsmneoninnnis 21,104 .82
BLEDWEY . crarve v wtres o it b, Sars ), mewiiTa, s . ) 8 - 6 drovin 20 e 13 .89
Total for Fiseal Year. .......covcvinnernrnernrans . $1,587,127.98
Total Amount Collected. . .. ....c..cvovnninnmnenronnnsens 51,587,127 .98
Amounts Heturned Unused. . ... ... . civinniinnsrnnrasnns s  21,104.82
TR SO vy kT M a1 R A ) ST RN 13.89
et BLECRIDLS. . © o« v v v eee o te e e e e ea e 1,566,000 27
$1,587,127.98 $1,587,127.98
DN LD T PRI o am ure arwcin e s oo e el 7 $1.566,331 95
Net Collected..............cococvnnn. AR s e s S & e e o S S o 1,566,009 .27
R DO pirs o coomer wvreie TS 500 DR TUR N R B SRS S G S £ -] 322 .68

STATEMENT OF COLLECTIONS AND DISBURSEMENTS OF THE EECBETAEI’ OF
STATE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS, BEGINNING AUGUST 31, 1926, A
ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1926.

Collections on Charlers. .. ..cccvveivicriiorosionnnsasnnnss $ 01,463.00
Foreign Permits......... R T = 45,335.00
Domestic Franchises.................. ol s Y e 30,440 .35
Foreign FIaDchies . .« o ivcsmnes sams oo im i 5 s s & o 15,210.05
Copies and Cerlificates.............cciviiinrnnsnnnrnns 2,552 .05
R T e e o ora o Rt ey A A st e Ay T TN e 1.456.90
OO IARRBORE & .+« s wominim v mimin m wmip = acrme simre s Bratecs maTecs oA 8T W e 2,387.00
- T i 8.00
Bequisitions. . .. ....ocnvunen 48 .00
nts Returned Unused.......... ... ... ... 000000 7,897.08
U s v e o ot v o WS o YR R A RS S R L 14.21

Total fortheperiod. ........ccviiviirvviernarrnes & 196,811.64

‘Total Amount Collected. ........c.cnnvnvnnnnreinncnnnnn £ 196,811.84 4

Amounts Heturned DERES 54,05 #05 fufacs #ooa T Bae s GBS LA 5. s 7,897 .08

TEEOMRE v wroymsa el g, 0% WOV LY o B e YR YRR BRI G 14.21

s 7,911.29

188,900 .35

$ 196,811.64 $§ 196.811.64

IOl e ol v o e o s o e e o s i s Y S i e T $ 188,900.35

Deposits 10 Treasurer. ... .oveveveenenonnrneenss e = S 188,900.35

RECAPITULATION OF COLLECTIONS AND DISBURSEMENTS OF SECRETARY OF
STATE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS, BEGINNING JANUARY 26, 1925, AND
ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1926.

Collections
Fiscal Yﬂr Endl st 31, 1925 ........................................ s! ,234 ,369 .57
Endi ug 92§u B e s T R 1,587,127.98
Peri E Duemher 31, lﬂiﬁ .......................................... 196,811 .64
$3,018,309.19
Over Remittance 10 Treasurer. . ... - .o vvvverireee i cicarsoscnssannnsnnnnsnnn 16.78
$3,018,325.97
Dishursements

DepmltedtoTraaaurer..........,...,...,.......,.,..,............ 51 223,444 . 1!-
Depisited 10 EXCBBE. oo v 555 6 aams ¢ ats Fans By SE55 &80 § 05 5 0098 Sk T 3.7

Amounts Returned . lt)ﬁIBTB

Deposited to TTeRSUTET. . . . ... ... v vn ettt r o n et r s 1,566,331 95

Deposited £0 EXeess. . o000 vntn i ii it e e 13.8

Amounts Returned. .. .......ociiiiiiiicieraeiarae i stareasarassaraniniana 21,104, 32

gepmﬁeﬁtn%‘reuumr,, 188, Qﬂl}g?

BOORted U0 BXEBAE . oo s o esmms watt wae-v CEAIT DS IS SIS BEREE TR SEE S TR S

BEOOER TUSRRIETIAE rovere . wm vt a8 e oS vt A V¥ v R 7,897 .08

$3,018,325.97

Credit to Secretary of State. . . .ovvociirioininiivnivssnsiteainssinisacscslh 16.78
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RECONCILEMENT OF SECRETARY OF STATE ACCOUNT INCLUDING AMOUNT IN
BANK AT THE BEGINNING OF ADMINISTRATION JANUARY 286, “'25.
TO DECEMBER 31, 1926.

Receipts

January 26. 1925, balance in bank. .

Total Receipts January 26, 1923, to December 31, 1926 .

..... L e 5,570.00
e ... 3,018,309 .19

$3,023,879.19

Balance in American \Talmnai Bank of Austin not yet rcnultl:d to Treasurer nor

taken into account .

3,409 .78
$3,027,288 .97

Disbursements

January 26, 1925, to December 31, 1926

Cash Balance in Bank as per Ledger December 31, 1026, . ... ..., ..

...$3,018,325 .97
" 8,963.00

%3,027,288 .97

State of Texas,
Comptroller’s Department.

I, 8. H. Terrell. Comptroller of Publie
Accounts of the State of Texas. do here-
by certify that the attached and fore-
going is a true and correct copy of an
audit made by Specinl Examiners for
this department of the account of ecash
receipts and disbursements by the De-
partment of State from January 206,
1025, to December 31, 1926, inclusive,
during the administration of Mrs,
Emma Grigshy Meharg, as shown by the
records of that department.

In testimony whereof, I hercunto
signed myv name oflicially and caused
my official seal to be impressed hereon
at my office in the City of Austin,
Texas. on this the 10th day of January,

A. D, 1927,
S. H. TERRELL,

({Seal} Comptroller,

HOUSE BILL XNO. 71 ON SECOXND
READING.

The Spealer laid before the House, on
its second reading and passage to en-
grossment,

H. B. No. 71, A hill to he entitled
“An Act to amend Chapter 172 of the
Laws of the Regular Session of the
Thirty-ninth Legislature, Section 5, page
388, relating to the preservation and
propagation of all wild animals, wild
birds and wild fowls of this State, and
amending Chapter 6 of the Revised
Criminal Statutes, Article 575, page
197, relating to division into zones for
the time limits as to hunting game;
making provisions for a change in
boundary from Longview to Loraine on
the Louisiana State line instead of from
Longview to Texarkana, and declaring
an emergency.”

The bill was read the second time,

AMr. Woodall offered
amendments to the bill:

(1)

Amend House bill No. 71 by inserting
in line 26. page 1, after the word
“thence” and before the words “to Lo-
raine” the following: “following the
main line of the Texas and Pacific Rail-
road.”

(2)

Also amend House bill No. 71 by in-
serting in line 3G, page 1. after the word
“thence” and before the words “to
Loraine” the following: “following the
main line of the Texas and Pacific Rail-
rond.”

The
adopted.

House Will Xo.
to engrossment.

the following

amendments were severally

71 was then passed

HOUSE BILL XNO 71 ON THIRD

READING.

Mr. Woodall moved that the constitu-
tional rule requiring hills to be read on
three several days be suspended and that
House bill No. 71 be placed on its third
reading and ﬁuul passage.

The motion prevailed Ly the follow-
ing vote:

Yens—105.
Mr. Speaker. Boon.
Acker. Branch.
Alexander. Conway.
Avis. Cornwell.
Barnett. Cummings.
Barron. Dale.
Bass. Daniel.
Bateman. Davis.
Beck. Denman.
Bird. Dielmann.
Black. Durham.
Boggs. Enderby.
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Farrar. Pope.
Faulk. Porter.
Finlay. Ramsey.
- Fly. Rawlins.
Forbes. Renfro
Gates. of Angelina.
Gibson. Rogers of Hays.
Gilbert. Renfro of Mills.
Graves, Rogers of Shelby.
Hall. Runge
Harding. Sanders.
High. Shaver.
Holland. Shearer.
Hornaday. Sheats.
Jacks., Shirley.
Jones. Simmons.
Justice. Smith of Nueces.
Kayton. Smith of Smith.
Eemble. Smyth.
Eincaid. . Snelgrove.
King of Hopkins. Stell.
‘nE of Storey.
Throckmorton. Sutton.
Land. Swain.
Ling Taylor.
Lay. Turner.
Masterson Veatch.
MiKean. Waddell,
Merritt Walker.
Minor. Wallace
Mamtgomery. of Freestone.
Mcore. . Wallace of Panola.
Morse. Wallace of Smith.
Moarsund. Webb.
Muphy. Wells.
Nalors. Williams
Parkh of Runnels. of Sabine.
Parrsh of Travis. Williams
Pavlea. of Travis.
Pearte. Williamson.
Petsd. Woodall.
Pnafq Woodruff.
Young.
Nays—12. R
Albritlon. McCombs.
DeBery. Olsen.
Eml:e:t:}ht Stevenson.
Hagaman, Stout.
Kennedy. Ware.
Kirklard. Whitaker.
Absent.
Anderso. Loftin.
Bonham MeGill.
Brown. Nicholson.
Cox. Purl.
. Dunlap. Reagan.
Duvall. Powell.
Fuchs. Satterwhite.
Gray. Sinks.
Harman. Smith of Atascosa.
Holder. Smith of El Paso.
Johnson. Teer.
Kirby. Tillotson.
Lipscomb Van Zandt.

Absent—Excused.

Foster.
Hefley.
Kenyon.
Kinnear.

Kittrell.
Rowell.
Wassell,

The Speaker then laid House bill No.
71 before the House on its third reading

and final passage.

The bill was read third time and was
passed by the following vote:

Yeas—107.

Acker. Merritt.
Albritton. Minor.
Alexander. Montgomery.
Barnett. Moore.
Barron. Morse.
Bass. Moursund.
Beck. Murphy.
Bird. Nabors.
Black. Olsen.
Boggs. Parish of Runnels.
Boon. Pavlica,
Branch. Pearce.
Conway. Poage.
Cornwell. Pool.
Dale. Pope.
Daniel. Porter.
Davis. Powell.
DeBerry. Purl.
Denman. Ramsey.
Dielmann. Rawlins.
Durham. Renfro
Enderby. of Angelina.
Farrar. Renfro of Mills.
Faulk. Rogers of Hays
Finlay Rogers of Shelby.
Fly. Sanders.
Forbes Shaver.
Gates. Shearer.
Gibson. Sheats.
Gilbert. Shirley.
Graves. Simmons.
Hagaman. Smith of Nueces.
Hall. Smith of Smith.
Harding. Smyth.
Harman. Snelgrove.
High. Stell.
Holland. Stevenson.
Hornaday. Stout.
Jacks. Sutton.
Jones. Swain.
Justice. Taylor.
Kayton. Turner.
Kemble. Van Zandt.
King of Hopkins. Waddell.
King of Walker.

Throckmorton. Wallace
Kirkland. of Freestone.
Land. Wallace of Pat:.ola.
Long. Wallace of Smith.
Loy. Ware.
Masterson. Webbh.
McKean. Wells.
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Whitaker. Williamson,
Williams Woodall,
of Sabine. Woodruff.
Williams Young.
of Travis.
Nays—2.
Eickenroht. McCombs.
Present—Not Voting.
Kennedy,
Absent.
Anderson. Loftin.
Avis. MeGill,
Bateman. Nicholson.
Bonham. Parrish of Travis.
Brown. Petsch.
Cox. Reagan.
Cummings. Runge.
Dunlap. Satterwhite.
Duvall. Sinks.
Fuchs. Smith of Atascosa.
Gray. Smith of El Paso.
Holder. Storey.
Johnson. Teer.
Kineaid. Tillotson.
Kirby. Veatch.
Lipscomb.
Absent—Excused.
Foster. Kittrell.
Hefley. Rowell.
Kenyon. Wassell.
Kinnear.
HOUSE BILL X0. 147 ON SECOND
READING.

The Speaker laid before the House, on
its second reading and passage to en-
grossment,

H. B. No. 147, A bill to be entitled
“An Aect to amend Artiele 2249 of the
Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925,
adopted at the Regular Session of the
Thirty-ninth Legislature., so as to re-
peal that portion of said article allow-
ing an appeal to the Court of Civil Ap-
peals from every order of any district
or county court in civil cases, granting
motions for new trials, and declaring
an emergency.”

The bill was read second time and
was passed to engrossment.

HOUSE BILL NO. 80 ON
READING.

The Speaker laid before the House, on
its second reading and passage to en-
grossment,

H. B, No. 80, A hill to lLe entitled
“An Act to change the names and des-
ignation of the county court of Bexar
county for ecivil eases to the ‘County

SECOXND

Court at Law No. 1, of Bexar County,
for eriminal cases to the ‘County Court
at Law No. 2 of Bexar county, Texas.””
The bill was read sccond time.
Mr, Dielmann offered the following
{eommittee) amendments to the bill:

(1)

Amend House hill No. 80 by striking
out all after the enacting clause and in-
sert in lien thereof the following:

Seetion 1. From and after the pas
sage and taking effect of this act the
county court of Bexar county for civil
cnses shall be known and designated a3
the “County Court at Law No. 1, of
Bexar County, Texas.” The presert
judge and all officers of the couniy
court of Bexar county for civil cases
shall continue as such respective judze
and officers of the County Court at Lew
No. 1 of Bexar county, Texas, until
the expiration of their present terms
of office and until their successors shall
have Deen duly elected or appoined
and qualified.

See. 2. From and after the passge
and taking eflTect of this act the comnty
court of Bexar county for ecrimnal
cases shall be known and designatec as
the “County Court at Law No. 2 of
Bexar County, Texas.” The prasent
judge and all officers of the conty
court of Bexar county for crininal
cases shall continue as such respective
judge and officers of the County fourt
at Law No. 2, of Bexar County, Texas,
until the expiration of their pesent
terms of office and until their mecces-
gors shall have been duly eleckd or
appointed and qualified.

Sec. 3. Said County Court s Law
No. 1, of Bexar County, Texas, md the
judge thercof, shall have and .xercise
the same jurisdiction, original :nd ap-
pellate, heretofore conferred m said
county court of Bexar county or civil
cases, and the judge thereof, andin addi-
tion thereto, shall have jursdiction,
within Bexar county. Texas, ofall such
subject matters and causes, orifinal and
appellate, over which the cowty court
e Bexar County for criminal :ases has
heretofore had jurisdiction; and the
authorized jurisdiction of sad courts,
namely, the County Court al Law No.
1, of Bexar County, Texas and the
County Court at Law No. 2 of Bexar
County, Texas, over all sua matters,
within said eounty, shall be roncurrent.

Sec. 4. Said County Cowrt at Law
No. 2, of Bexar County, Tens, and the
judge thercof, shall have md exercise
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the same jurisdiction, original and ap-
pellate, heretofore conferred on said
county court of Bexar county for crim-
inal cases, and the judge thereof, and in
addition thereto, shall have jurisdietion,
within Bexar county, Texas, of all such
subject matters and causes, original
and appellate, over which the county
court of Bexar county for ecivil cases
has heretofore had jurisdiction; and the
authorized jurisdietion of said courts,
namely, the County Court at Law No.
1, of Bexar County, Texas, and the
County Court at Law No. 2 of Bexar
County, Texas, over all such matters,
within said county, shall be concurrent.
Sec. 5. From and after the passage
and taking effect of this act, civil and
eriminal cases, within the jurisdiction
of said courts, may be filed in either the
County Court at Law No. 1, of Bexar
County, Texas, or in the County Court
at Law No. 2 of Bexar County, Texas.
Seec. 6. Whenever the judge of said
County Court at Law No. 1, or the
judge of said County Court at Law No.
2 of Bexar County, Texas, may deem
it advisable or expedient he may trans-
fer any case or cases pending in the
court over which he presides to the
other of said county courts at law, and
the written order upon the minutes of
said court so transferring such case,
signed by the judge thereof making the
transfer, shall be authority for the clerk
of said court to make such transfer.

Sec. 7. It shall be the duty of the
judge of the County Court at Law No.
1 of Bexar County, Texas, as scon as
practicable after the passage and tak-
ing effect of this act to transfer as afore-
gaid from the docket of said court to
the docket of said County Court at Law
No. 2 of Bexar County, Texas, approxi-
mately one-half ‘of the ecivil cases pend-
ing upon said docket, which shall be
done by transferring every alternate
case without reference to whether any
particular case be pending upon the jury
or non-jury docket of said court; pro-
vided, this section is directory in nature.

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the
Jud%e of the County Court at Law No.
2 of Bexar County, Texas, as soon as
practicable after the passage and tak-
ing effect of this act, to transfer as
aforesaid from the docket of said court
to the docket of said County Court at
Law No. 1, of Bexar County, Texas, ap-
proximately one-half of the criminal
cases pending upon said docket, which
.shall be done by transferring every al-
ternate case without reference to
whether any particular case be pending
~upon the jury or non-jury docket of

said court; provided, this section is di-
rectory in nature,

Sec. 9. The judge of the County
Court at Law No. 1 of Bexar County,
Texas, and the judge of the County
Court at Law No. 2, of Bexar County,
Texas, may hold court for or with one
another, and all acts and proceedings
of any court so held shall be valid and
binding.

Sec. 10. All writs, processes, judg-
ments and decrees, civil and criminal,
heretofore issued by or out of the said
county court of Bexar county for civil
cases or the said county court of Bexar
county for criminal cases, as well as
all bonds and recognizances taken in
either of said courts, and all other acts
and proceedings had therein, shall be
as valid and enforceable and binding as
if no change had been made in the
name, designation, jurisdiction or time
of the holding of either of said courts,
and each and all of the same are, re-
spectively, hereby made returnable and
effective in that ome of said county
courts at law which shall have juris-
diction of the cause in conformity with
the terms and provisions of this act.

Sec. 11. The judge of said County
Court at Law No. 1, of Bexar County,
Texas, and the judge of said County
Court at Law No. 2, of Bexar County,
Texas, shall each take the oath of office
prescribed by the law relating to county
judges, but no bond shall be required
of either of them. Xach of the said
judges shall be enabled to collect the
same fees provided by law for county
judges in similar cases, all of which
shall be collected by the clerk of said
courts and paid by him monthly into
the county treasury of Bexar county, in
accordance with orders of the commis-
sioners -court of said county. Each of
gaid judges shall receive a salary of five
thousand ($5000) dollars annually, to be
paid in equal monthly installments by
said county by warrants drawn from the
general funds thereof, out of the county
treasury by the orders of the commis-
sioners court.

Sec. 12. The county court of Bexar
county, Texas, and the judge thereof,
shall have and retain the same jurisdic-
tion, powers, fees and perquisites of office
as conferred on said county court of
Bexar county, or the judge thereof, at
and before the time of the passage and
taking effect of this act; and this act
shall in nowise affect said county court.

Sec. 13. The County Court at Law
No. 1, of Bexar County, Texas, shall hold
six terms of court each year, commencing
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on the first Monday in January, March,
May, July, September and November,
and each term shall continue until the
business shall have been disposed of;
and the County Court at Law No. 2,
of Bexar County, Texas, shall hold six
terms of court each wyvear., commencing
on the first Monday in February, April,
June, August, October and December,
and each term shall continne until the
husiness shall have been disposed of;
provided, no term of either of said courts
shall continue beyond the date fixed for
the commencement of its new term, ex-
cept upon an order entered on its min-
utes during the term extending the term
for any particular causes therein speci-
fied.

Sec. 14. Special judges of either said
County Court at Law No, 1 or said
County Court at Law No. 2 may be ap-
pointed or elected, and shall be author-
ized to act as provided by the general
laws relating to eounty courts, and to
the judges thereof; and every such spe-
cial judge shall receive the same pay
for his services as is provided by law
for county judges in similar cases

Sec. 15. The County Clerk of Bexar
County shall be clerk of both said County
Court at Law Neo. 1 and also said County
Court at Law No. 2. The seal of each
of said courts shall be the same as that
provided for county courts, except that
the seal of each of said county courts
at law shall contain its name and num-
ber as specified in this act. The sheriff
of Bexar county shall in person, or by
deputy. attend each of said courts when
so required by the judge thereof.

See. 16. The term of the County Court
at Law No. 1, of Bexar County, Texas,
current at the time of the taking effect
of this act shall continue until the com-
mencement of the next following term
of said court, in the month as fixed hy
this act. in the year 1927, or until any
earlier adjournment thereof. All process
issued out of said court before this act
takes effect, and not theretofore return-
able, or returnable on some special date,
is hereby made returnable to the terms
of court as fixed by this act. All
bonds heretofore exceuted in said eourt
shall bind the parties to fulfill the ob-
ligation of such bonds at the terms of
court, and to that one of said county
courts at law having jurisdiction of the
cause, in conformity with this act. All
writs and process heretofore issued and
returned, as well as all bonds hereto-
fore taken in said county court of Bexar

county for civil cases, and all judgments,
writs and decrees thereof, shall be as
valid and binding, and enforceable, as
if no change had been made in the juris-
dietion or the time of the holdings of
said court, or in the name and desig-
nation of said court.

Sec. 17. The term of the County Court
at Law No. 2, of Bexar County, Texas,
current at the time of the taking effect
of this act, shall continue until the com-
mencement of the next following term
of said court in the month as fixed by
this act, in the year 1927, or until any
earlier adjournment thereof. All process
issued out of said court before this act
takes effect, and not theretofore return-
able, or returnahle on some special date,
is hereby made returnable to the terms
of court as fixed by this act. All bonds
and recognizances heretofore executed
and taken in said court shall bind the
parties to fulfill the obligations of such
bonds and recognizances at the terms of
court, and to the one of said county
courts at law having jurisdiction of the
cause, in conformity with this act. All
writs and processes heretofore issued and
returncd, as well as all bonds and recog-
nizances herctofore executed and taken
in said ecounty court of Bexar county
for criminal ecases, and all judgments
and writs and decrees thereof shall be
as valid and binding and enforceable as
if no change had been made in the
jurisdiction or the time of the hold-
ings of said court, or in the name and
designation of said court.

Sec. 18. There shall be appointed by
the county attorney of said county, in
addition to the assistants now provided
hy law, one special assistant, for the
purpose of conducting the duties of his
office in said courts. Such assistant
county attorney shall be paid a salary
of three thousand ($3000) dollars an-
nually, in equal monthly installments,
by said county, upon warrants drawn
against the general fund by orders of
the commissioners court.

Sec. 19. For the purpose of preserving
a record in all eases for the information
of the court, jury and parties, the
judge of the County Court at Law No. 2,
of Bexar County, Texas, may appoint an
official shorthand reporter for said court
who shall be well skilled in his pro-
fession, shall be a sworn officer of the
court, and shall hold his office at the
pleasure of the. court; and the provi-
sions of the law relating to the appoint-
ment of stenographers for the district
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courts of this State shall, and they
are hereby made to apply in all their
provisions, in so far as they are ap-
plicable, to the official shorthand re-
porter herein authorized to be appointed,
and said reporter shall be entitled to
the same fees and salary, and shall per-
form the same duties, and shall take the
same oath as now provided by the gen-
eral laws of this State covering the
stenographers of the distriet courts of
this State; and in all cases pending in
said County Court at Law No. 2, of
Bexar County, Texas, at the time of the
passage and taking effect of this act,
and in all civil cases that may here-
after be filed in said court in which
an answer has been filed or may be filed,
and also in all other eases, eivil and
criminal, where either party litigant, or
the court, should require the official
shorthand reporter to take down the tes-
timony, a stenographer’s fee of three
($3.00) dollars shall be taxed by the
clerk of said court as costs in this case,
the same to be in addition to all other
costs, and said fee, when so collected
by said clerk, shall be by him paid into
the treasury of Bexar county in the
same manner as now required of district
clerks under similar circumstances.
See. 20. The act of the Legislature of
the State of Texas, enacted by the Thirty-
gsecond Legislature, Regular Session,
known as House bill No. 111, Chapter 10,
approved February 20, 1911, found on
pages 15, 18 and 17, of the session laws
of said Legislature, creating the county
court of Bexar county for civil cases,
and each provision of said act, and the
amendment to said act passed by the
Thirty-eighth Legislature of the State
of Texas, known as House bill No. 367,
found on pages 73 and 74, of the session
laws of the said Legislature, authorizing
the appointment of an official shorthand
reporter for said court, shall, except in
so far as in conflict herewith, remain in
full force and effect, and apply to the
County Court at Law No. 1, of Bexar
County, Texas.
© See. 21. The act of the Legislature
of the State of Texas, enacted by the
Thirty-fourth Legislature, Regular Ses-
gion, known as Senate bill No. 323,
Chapter 39, approved March 5, 1915, as
found on pages 78, 79, 80 and 81, of
the session laws of said Legislature, cre-
ating the county court of Bexar county
for criminal cases, and each provision
of said act, shall, except in so far as
in conflict herewith, remain in full force
and effect, and apply to the County

Court at Law No. 2, of Bexar County,
Texas. ;

Sec. 22. All laws and parts of laws
in conflict with the provisions of this
act are hereby repealed. In case it
should be declared by the courts that
any part of this act is unconstitutional
such decision shall not impair other
parts and portions of this aet.

Sec. 23. The fact that there is new
no adequate provision governing the fil-
ing and transfer of cases into and be-
tween said courts; the fact that the
dockets of said respective courts should
be equalized; the fact that since the
creation of said county court of Bexar
county for civil cases in the year 1911
and the connty court of Bexar county
for eriminal cases in the year 1915, the
cost of living has greatly increased,
and the salaries of the judges of said
courts are wholly inadequate and con-
siderably lower than the salaries of the
judges of similar and corresponding
courts; the faet that the unusually
large volume of business handled by
each of said courts, and the large re-
sponsibility of the office in a county
seat the size of San Antonio, justifies
the propriety hereof and creates an
emergency and an imperative public
necessity that the constitutional rule
requiring bills to be read on three sev-
eral days be suspended, and said rule
is hereby suspended, and this act shall
take effect and be in force from and
after its passage, and it is so enacted.

(2)

 Amend House bill No. 80 by striking
out all preceding the enacting clanse and
insert in lieu thereof the following:

A bill to be entitled An Act to change
the names and designation of the
county court of Bexar county for civil
cases to the “County Court at Law No.
1, of Bexar County, Texas,” and ‘_t.hﬂ
county court of Bexar county for crim-
inal cases to the “County Court at Law
No. 2, of Bexar County, Texas”; to in-
crease the jurisdiction of each of said
courts by conferring upon said courts
additional eivil and criminal jurisdiction
in certain cases and matters, and mak-
ing the jurisdiction of said courts eql.ml
and concurrent; to provide for the filing
of eivil and eriminal cases in said courts;
to provide for the transfer of cases into
and between said courts; to provide for
the judges of said eourts holding court
for or with one another; to provide for
| the continued effect and return of writs,
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process, judgments, deerees, bonds, ete.;
to provide for the taking of an oath of
office by the judges of said courts, and
for the collection of fees; to provide for
the time of holding said courts, and
terms thereof; to fix and increase, and
provide for the payment of, the salaries
of the judges of the said county courts at
law; providing for the appointment and
payment of n special assistant county
attorney to act in said courts; to pro-
vide for the appointment and payment
of an official shorthand reporter for the
County Court at Law No. 2, of Bexar
County, Texas; to provide that all pre-
vious acts of the Legislature specially
governing ecither said county court of
Bexar county for civil cases or said
county court of Bexar county for crim-
inal cases, except in so far as in con-
flict herewith, shall remain in foree and
effect, and apply, or be extended alike,
to ench of said county courts at Jaw;
to provide for the taxing, collection and
disposition of costs in said courts, pro-
viding a saving clause, and declaring an
emergency.

The amendments
adopted.

House bill No. 80 was then passed to
engrossment.

HOUSE BILL NO. 80 ON THIRD
READING.

Mr, Diclmann moved that the consti-
tutional rule requiring bills to be read
on three several days be suspended and
that House bill No. 80 he placed on its
third reading and final passage.

The motion prevailed by the following
vote:

were  severally

Yeas—105.
Acker. Enderby.
Alexander. Farrar.
Anderson. Faulk.
Avis. Finlay.
Barron. Fly.
Bass. Forbes.
Bateman. Gates,
Beck. Gibson.
Bird. Gray.
Black. Hagaman.
Boggs. Harding.
Boon. Harman.
Branch. High.
Brown. Holland.
Conway. Hornaday.
Cornwell. Jacks.
Dale. Jones.
DeBerry. Justice.
Denman. Kemble.
Dielmann. Kincaid.
Durham. King of Hopkins.

King of Sanders.
Throckmorton. Shaver.
Kirkland. Shearer.
Land. Shirley.
Loftin. Simmons.
Long. Smith of Atascosa.
MeCombs. Smith of El Paso.
McKean. Smith of Nueces.
Merritt. Smith of Smith.
Minor. Snelgrove.
Montgomery. Stevenson.
Moore. Storey.
Morse. Stout.
Moursund. Sutton.
Murphy. Swain.
Nabors. Taylor.
Parish of Runnels. Teer.
Parrish of Travis. Tillotson.
Pavlica. Van Zandt.
Pearce, Veatch.
Petsch. Waddell.
Poage. Wallace
Pool. of Freestone.
Powell. Wallace of Panola,
Purl. Wallace of Smith.
Ramsey. Ware,
Rawlins. Webb.
Renfro Wells,
of Angelina. Williams
Renfro of Mills. of Sabine.
Rogers of Hays.  Williamson.
Rogers of Shelby. Woodall.
Runge. Young.
Nays—I12.
Albritton. Loy.
Barnett. Olsen.
Davis. Stell.
Eickenroht. Turner.
Hall. Walker.
Kennedy. Whitaker.
Absent.
Bonham. Masterson.
Cox. MeGill.
Cummings. Nicholson.
Daniel. Pope.
Dunlap. Porter.
Duvall. Reagan.
Fuehs. Satterwhite.
Gilbert. Sheats.
Graves. Sinks.
Holder. Smyth.
Johnson. Williams
Kirby. of Travis.
Lipscomb. Woodruff.
Absent—Excused.
Foster. Kinnear.
Hefley. Kittrell.
Kayton. Rowell.
Kenyon. Wassell.

The Speaker then laid House bill No.
80 before the House on its third read-
ing and final passage.
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The bill was read g]:ird time and wns1 Absent.
passed by the following vote: e - A —
Yeas—106. gﬂn ham. II':Ed'_c(I;iilll.
OX. icholson.
Albritton. Moursund. Cummings. Pope.
Alexander. Murphy. Daniel, Purl.
inderson. glabors. Bun}llap. sRF.*;?Lg;stn.
vis. sen. urham. atterwhite,
Barron. Parish of Runnels. | Duvall. Sinks.
Bateman. Parrish of Travis. | Fuchs. Smyth.
Beck. Favlica. Gibson. Stout.
Bird. Pearce. Graves, Wallace
Black, Petsch. Hagaman. of Freestone,
Boggs. Pnafe. Holder. Williams
gonn.h goot. .IIco_hEson. wof Travis.
ranch. orter. irby. oodruff,
Emwn. Euwell. Lipscomb. . "
onway. amsey, Absent—Excused.
Cornwell. Rawlins. Woute Ki
Dale. Renfro H?ﬁ = a Kﬁ{”ﬁ"'
DeBerry. of Angelina. Ka tg' th r?l .
Denman. Renfro of Mills. | oy on Wonesli
Dielmann. Rogers of Hays. . el
E:di;bb’- %ugers of Shelby. | COMMITTEE TO ARRANGE FOR
ITar, unge. _
Faulk. Sanders. . P:fCTURE' :
Finlay. Shaver. The Speaker appointed the following
Fly. Shearer. t:nmn:uttt_;eehto arrange for the block pic-
Forbes. Sheats. tures of the members of the House:
Gates, Shirley. Messrs. Parrish of Travis, Bonham,
Gilbert. Simmons. Durham, Stevenson, Veatch, Smith of
I{:}IHI‘ g gmit]}: u§ IE\II Paso, | Atascosa and Brown,
all. mith of Nueces.
garding. gmilth of Smith. SENATE BI% al%f}-NﬁGﬂN SECOND
arman. nelgrove. ’ .
High. Stell. The S i
peaker laid before the House,
Iﬁlg}]naangﬁy gtg::;son- on its second reading and passage to
> " third reading,
gacka' gut‘t.un' 8. B. No. 6, A bill to be entitled
Jgﬂfi“& T“'ai“- “An Act amending Chapter 115, Local
Kenmhlé ngrur' and Sﬁeeial Laws, Regular Session, Thir-
Kenn eﬁ}r Tillotson ty-fifth Legislature of the State of
= TaT " . Texas, entitled *An Act to create a more
Kincaid. . Jurner. efficient road law for Duval county
King of Hopkins. Van Zandt. p . : 2
Kine of Veatch Texas, ete.’; to permit the issuance of
Throckmorton Waddeil refunding bonds for the purpose of fund-
Kirkland. & Walker.‘ ing or refunding indebtedness incurred
Land. Wallace of Panola. | for road and bridge purposes, and de-
ﬂm“ %“u”‘c"’ of Smith. | g O e Srcond time and was
n are. C ime and w
Lu}*F Webb. passed to third reading.
1 i o SENATE BILL NO. 6 ON THIRD
Merritt ' Williams ' READING. :
inor. of Sabine. Mr. Montgomery moved that the con-
Montgomery. Williamson. stitutional rule requiring bills to be
Moore. Woodall. read on three several days be suspended
Morse. Young. and that Senate bill No. 6 be placed on
Mia—a its third reading and final passage.
e e, The motion prevailed by the following
Eiml;is- i Smith of Atascosa. | Vote: —
ckenroht. .
Present—Not vﬂting. Alexander. Barnett,
Sl . inglersnn. garron.
arnett, ass. | Avis, ass,
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Bateman. Moursund.
Beck. Murphy.
Bird. Nabors.
Black. Parish of Runnels.
Boggs. Parrish of Travis.
Boon, Pavlica.
Branch, Pearce.
Brown. Petsch.
Conway. Pool.
Cornwell. Porter.
Daniel. Powell.
Davis. Ramsey.
Denman. Rawlins.
Dielmann. Renfro
Durham. of Angelina,
Enderby. Renfro of Mills.
Farrar. Rogers of Hays.
Faulk. Rogers of Shelby.
Finlay. Runge.
Fly. Sanders.
Forbes. Satterwhite.
Gates. Shaver.
Gibson. Shearer,
Gilbert. Sheats.
Graves. Shirley.
Haﬁaman. Smith of El Paso.
Hall. Smith of Nueces,
Harding. Smith of Smith.
Harman. Smyth.
High. Stell.
Holland. Stevenson.
Hornaday. Stout,
Jacks. - Sutton.
Jones. Swain.
Justice. Taylor.
Kemble. Turner.
Kincaid. Van Zandt.
King of Hopkins. Veateh.
Kirkland. Waddell.
Land. Walker.
Loftin. Wallace of Panola.
Loy. Wallace of Smith.
Masterson. Ware.
MeCombs. Webhb.
MeGill. Wells.
MeKean. Williams
Merritt. of Sabine,
Minor. Williams
Montgomery. of Travis.
Moore. Williamson.
Morse. Woodall,
Nayvs—i.

Albritton. Smith of Atascosa.
Kennedy. Snelgrove,
Olsen. Whitaker.

Present—Not Voting.
Tillotson.

Albsent,

Acker. Duvall.
Bonham. Eickenroht.
Cox. Fuchs.
Cummings. Gray.
Dale. Holder.
DeBerry. Johnson.

Dunlap.

King of Reagan.
Throckmorton. Simmons.
Kirby. Sinks.
Lipscomb, Storey.
Long. Teer.
Nicholson. Wallace
Poage. of Freestone.
Pope. Woodruff.
Purl. Young.
Absent—Excused.
Foster. Kinnear,
Hefley. Kittrell.
Kayton. Rowell.
Kenyon. Wassell.

The Speaker then laid Senate bill No.
6 before the House on its third reading
and final passage.

The bill was read third time and was

passed by the following vote:

Yeas—111.
Albritton. Kenyon.
Alexander. Kincaid.
Anderson. King of Hopkins.
Avis. Kirkland.
Barnett, Land.
Barron. Loftin.
Bass. Masterson.
Bateman. MeCombs.
Beck. MeGill,
Bird. MeKean.
Elack. Merritt.
Boggs. Minor.
Boon. Montgomery.
Branch. Moore.
Conway., Morse.
Cornwell. Moursund.
Daniel. Murphy.
Davis. Nabors.
DeBerry. Qlsen.
Denman. Parish of Runnels,
Durham. Parrish of Travis.
Enderby. Pavlica.
Eickenroht. Pearce.
Farrar. Petsch.
Faulk. Pool.
Finlay. Porter.
Fly. Powell.
Forbes. Purl.
Gates. Ramsey.
Gibson. Rawlins.
Gilbert. Renfro
Graves, of Angelina,
Hagaman. Renfro of Mills.
Hall. Rogers of Hays.
Harding. Rogers of Shelby.
Harman. Runge.
High. Sanders.
Holland. Shaver.
Hornaday. Shearer.
Jacks. Sheats.
Jones, Shirley.
Justice. Smith of Atascosa.
Kemble. Smith of El Paso.
Kennedy. Smith of Nueces.
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Smith of Smith.

Walker.
Smyth. Wallace of Panola.
Snelgrove. Wallace of Smith.
Stell. Ware.
Stevenson. Webb.
Stout. Whitaker,
Sutton. Williams
Swain. of Sabine.
Taylor. Williams
Turner. of Travis.
Van Zandt. Williamson.
Veatch. Woodall.
Waddell. Young.

Present—Not Voting.

Tillotson. ,

Absent,

Acker. Lipscomb.
Bonham. Long.
Brown. Loy.
Cox. Nicholson.
Cummings. Poage.
Dale. Pope.
Dielmann. Reagan.
Dunlap. Satterwhite.
Duvall. Simmons.
Fuchs. Sinks.
Gray. Storey.
Holder. Teer.
Johnson. Wallace
King of of Freestone.

Throckmorton. Waells,
Kirby. Woodruff.

Absent—Excused.

Foster. Kittrell.
Hefley. Rowell.
Kayton. Wassell.
Kinnear,

PROVIDING FOR COPIES OF THE
CIVIL STATUTES.

Mr. Barron offered the following reso-
lution: .

Resclved by the House of Represent-
atives of Texas, That the Secretary of
State be and she is hereby instructed to
deliver to each of the members of this
House as shall request same one set of
the 1925 Criminal and Civil Statutes,
and take the receipt therefor, and each
member who has formerly received sets
of statutes shall return them to office
of BSecretary of State at the close of
this session or future called sessions of
the Fortieth Legislature.

Signed—Barron, Bateman.

The resolution was read second time
and was adopted.

RULES FOR HOUSE PAGES.

The Speaker announced the following
rules for the House pages:

1. Three designated pages to distrib-
ute papers on duty from 7 a. m. to 5 p.
m., and Sunday mornings. The same
are off duty Saturday afternoons when
the House is not in session.

2. All other pages on duty from 8
a. m, to 6 p. m,

3. All pages shall sign up on arriv-
ing mornings, and noons, and when
going off duty in the evening.

4. Pages going on errands off the
Capitol grounds must report to book-
keeper on leaving and returning.

5. Pages must remain on their beats,
and on their feet ready for service when
the House is in session, and at no time
play while on the floor of the House,
or loiter anywhere about the Capitol.

6. Pages shall not molest anything
on the desks of members.

7. No page, or other employe, shall
receive a “tip” for service.

BILLS RE-REFERRED.

On motion of Mr. Moursund, House
bills Nos. 88 and 89 were withdrawn
from the Judiciary Committee and
referred to the Committee on Criminal
Jurisprudence.

On motion of Mr. Cummings, House
bill No. 31 was referred to the Judi-
ciary Committee.

On motion of Mr. Jacks, House bill
No. 26 was withdrawn from the Com-
mittee on Common Carriers and re-
ferred to the Committee on Municipal
and Private Corporations.

ADJOURNMENT.

On motion of Mr. Masterson, the
House, at 4:50 o'clock p. m., adjourned
until 2 o'clock p. m. next Monday.

APPENDIX.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS.

The following standing committees
have today filed favorable reports on
bills as follows:

Judiciary: House bills Nos. 98, 223,
80, .70, 48, 29, 42 and 44.

Privileges, Suffrage and Elections:
House bill Neo. 75.

Criminal Jurisprudence:
No. 140.

Conservation and Reclamation: House
bill Ne. 31.

Highways and Motor Traffic:
bill No. 6.

Municipal and Private Corporations:
House bill No. 132.

Houge bill

Senate



n Memory

of

Thon. M. G. Fackson

Mr. Hagaman offered the following resolution:

Whereas, On Sunday, January 2, 1027, at Eastland, Texas, the Hon. M, Q.
Jackson, a former member of this body. was called by death.

Mr. Jackson was born April 11, 1845, in Barber county, Alabama, and eame
to Texas just before the Civil War. He joined the Confederate army as a
member of the Thirty-seventh Alabama regiment, Company I. He also served
as a member of a Georgin company aud saw service under General Joseph E.
Johnston,

While a resident of Llano county Mr. Jackson was elected to the State Legis-
lature from a distriet then composed of Llano and Mason eounties, and served
through the Twenty-fourth Legislature. He also served in the Thirtieth and
Thirty-first Legislntures from Eastland county.

Alwnys a farmer and stockman, Mr. Jackson wae interested in the welfare
of the working class, especinlly the farmers, and devoted much time in work-
ing for their interests,

He went to Austin at the last Specinl Session of the Legislature and served
ns doorkeeper of the Legislature until about a month before he was stricken
by paralysis that Lrought on his death.

When the Eleventh Court of Civil Appeals was created and loeated at East-
Iand, Mr. Jack=zon was given a position as bailiff, which place he held at the
time of his death.

His wife died at Enstland in 1924 and they lenve n large family of children
and grandchildren.

Funeral services for M. G, Jackson were conducted from the home of Ed
Sparr. The Rev. Frank E. Singleton, pastor of the First Methodist Church
of Eastland, officiated. assisted by Rev. W. J. Nelson, pastor of the First
Baptist Church of Enstland.

All oftices nt the courthouse at Eastland were closed for one ]mur while the
officinls nttended the funeral. The officials gave a beautiful floral offering.

To know Mr. Jackson was o love him.

Resolved by the House of Representatives, That we deplore the untimely
death of Mr. Jackson, and extend our heartfelt sympathy to his family and
numerous friends, and that n page of the House Journal be set aside today
in memory of Mr., Jackson, and of his honest and faithful service, and that.
when the House adjourns {oday, it be in respect to him; and be it further

Resolved, That the '\Inthng Clerk be and is hereby instructed to send t
copy of this resolution to the members of his family,

HAGAMAN,
GILBERT,
SANDELS.

The resolution was read second time and was adopted hy a rising vote.

(162)
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TENTH DAY,
(Monday, January 24, 1027.)

The House met at 3 o'clock p. m,
pursuant to adjournment,

and

called to order by Speaker Bobbitt.

The roll was called, and the following

members. were present:

Acker.
Albritton.
Alexander,
Anderson.
Avis,
Barnett.
Barron.
Bass.
Bateman.
Beck.
Bird.
Black.
Boggs.
Boon.
Branch.
Brown.
Conway.
Cornwell.
Cox.
Dale.
Davis.
DeBerry.
Dunlap.
Durham.
Duvall,
Enderby.
Eickenroht.
Farrar.
Faulk.
Forbes.
Foster.
Gates.
Gibson.
Gilbert.
Graves.
Gray.

H:ﬁaman

Harding.
Harman.
Hefley.
High.
Holland.
Hornaday.
Jacks.
Johnson.
Jones.
Justice.
Kemble.
Kennedy.
Kinecaid.
King of. Hopkins.

Tﬁmckmurton.
{Kirkﬁnd.
,Land.
Lipscomb.

Loftin.
Long.

Loy.
MeCombs.
MeGill.
Merritt.
Minor.
Montgomery.
Morse.
Moursund.
Murphy.
Nabors.
Nicholson.
Olsen.

Parish of Runnels.

Parrish of Travis.
Pavlica.
Pearce.
Poage.
gon i

ope.
Porter.
Powell.
Purl.
Ramsey.
Renfro

of Angelina.
Renfro of Mills.
Rogers of Hays.
Rogers of Shelby.
Rowell.
Runge
Sanders.
Satterwhite.
Shaver.
Shearer.
Sheats.
Shirley.
Simmons.
Sinks.
Smith of El Paso.
Smith of Nueces.
Smith of Smith.
Smyth.
Snelgrove.
Stell.
Stevenson.
Storey.
Stout.
Sutton.
Swain.
Taylor.
Teer.
Turner.
Van Zandt.
Veatch.
Waddell.
Walker,

was

Wallace Williams
of Freestone. of Sabine.
Wallace of Panola. Williams

Wallace of Smith. of Travis.
Ware. Williamson.
Wassell. Woodall.
Webb. Woodruff.
Wells. Young.
Whitaker.
Absent.

Bonham. Reagan.
Kinnear. Tillotson.

Absent—Execused.
Cummings, Kayton.
Daniel. Kenyon.
Denman. Masterson.
Dielmann. MecKean.
Finlay. Moore.
Fly. Petsch.
Fuchs. Rawlins.
Holder. Smith of Atascosa.

A quorum was announced present,
Prayer was offered by Rev. J. C.
Mitchell, Chaplain.

LEAVES OF ABSENCE GRANTED.

The following members were granted

leaves of absence on account of impor-
tant business:

Mr. Kayton for today, on motion of
Mr. Pope.

Mr. Denman for today, on motion of
Mr. Sutton.

Mr. Kenyon and Mr. Smith of Atas-
cosa for today, on motion of Mr.
Shearer.

Mr. Dielmann for today, on motion of
Mr. Williamson.

Mr. Masterson for today, on motion of
Mr. Shearer.

Mr. Finlay for today, on motion of
Mr. Merritt.

Mr. Holder for today, on motion of
Mr. Purl,

The following members were granted
leaves of absence on account of sickness:

Mr, McKean for today and the balance
of the week, on motion of Mr. Rogers
of Hays.

Mr. Cox for today, on motion of Mr,
Smith of Nueces.

The following members were granted
leave of absence for today and tomor-
row that they might attend the funeral
of Hon. Norman G. Kittrell: Mesars.
Morse, Rawlins, Fly and Cummings.

TO ADOPT STATE SONG.

Mr, Satterwhite offered the following
resolution:
H. C. R. No. 9, To adopt State song.



